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         CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH OF SOMERSVILLE, UCC 

 
 

VISION STATEMENT  
 

We will be a faith-based church welcoming diversity, empowering the individual, growing in 
faith and doing God’s work in the global community in unity and love. 
 
 
 

BEHAVIORAL COVENANT 
 

 We will follow a process that includes unconditional listening and time to collect thought, 
enabling all individuals to comfortably express their opinions. 

 

 Our actions and demeanor will support and empower all participants. 
 

 All opinions will be welcomed, reflectively considered and respected. 
 

 Opinions will be expressed with humility, self-control, gentleness, and kindness. 
 

 We will look for common ground as we search for consensus, and we will respect that 
consensus. 

 

 We will affirm by our works and actions our common goal to serve God. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

ACCEPTED 1/31/2004 
  



Congregational Church of Somersville 
Annual Meeting Minutes, January 26, 2013 

 

Members Present: Rev. Van Keuren, G. Farnham, D & P Pinney, N & C Wood, R & A Carey, 
J Karbonic, J & R Bruch, L Longueuil, L Arnone, S Cohen, A Ceppetelli, E Hancock, C & L 
Elwood, R & J Foster, W & M Hare, Y Wood, G Liberty, E & M Morrill 
Others Present: T Hancock 
 

The meeting was called to order at 7:06 PM by Yvonne Wood, moderator; Rev. Graham Van 
Keuren offered an opening prayer that was followed by the unison reading of the Behavioral 
Covenant and Vision Statement. Ms. Wood stated it has been a relatively quiet year, but we 
are now focusing on floor replacement. Ruth Bruch, clerk, took the roll call of active members 
who responded with a verse of scripture. 
 

A motion was made and seconded to approve the minutes of the January 30,l 2012 meeting.  
Reports were reviewed with the following comments/additions. 
 

Pastor: Graham again expressed his thankfulness for the generosity of all in the various 
aspects of the church. He reiterated this is the second year we’ve held a separate budget 
meeting so that we can focus on financials at the earlier meeting and now we can focus and 
celebrate our ministries.  He asked folks to share their celebrations. Graham also spoke 
about his upcoming three month sabbatical. 
 

Clerk: Ruth Bruch said that her report should include five baptisms and two weddings that 
were officiated by Pastor Graham. 
 

Historian: Johanna Karbonic stated the work of the historian is an ongoing project in attempt 
to organize past records. 
 

Missions: Linda Longueuil reported that the mission projects this church supports are all rated 
good or exemplary 
 

Nominating: Marilyn Hare made a motion that Donna Pendleton  fill the vacancy on the Board 
of Deacons – position vacated by Al Andrews – motion seconded and carried. 
 

Trustees - Finance: We again celebrate that we have been able to meet our budgetary needs 
without taking funds from our endowment. 
 

New Business 
 Election of Officers/Boards: Marilyn Hare amended the slate of nominees by replacing 
Judy Liberty with Pat Scully on Christian Education. Dave Pinney made a motion we endorse 
the modified slate; motion seconded and carried. 
 Funerals: Carlese Wood suggested the Board of Deacons provide ushers for funerals 
at our church if there are none set by the family or funeral home. 
 In Appreciation: Dave Pinney expressed thanks on behalf of the church to Ruth Bruch 
for her thirty years of service as clerk. She was given a standing ovation. 
 

There being no other business to come before the membership, a motion was made, 
seconded and carried to adjourn at 8:30 PM. All formed a circle to sing “Blest Be the Tie That 
Binds”. 
 
       Respectfully submitted, 
 
       Ruth M. Bruch, Clerk         
  



REPORT OF THE PASTOR 
 

Dear Sisters and Brothers in Christ, 
 
When I think about the opportunity I have to work alongside you at the Congregational 
Church of Somersville, I am so grateful.  I am blessed again and again by your kindnesses, 
generosity, and prayers for me and my family.  You make pastoring this fellowship so 
rewarding and enjoyable. 
 
What I have long treasured about our church is that we are a family of faith; we are people 
committed to each other and willing to work together for the common good and for our shared 
ministry in Christ Jesus. Whether it is teaching Sunday school, singing in the choir, working 
on the social hall renovations, assembling health kits, serving on a board or committee, 
providing for coffee hour or some combination of these things and others, most everyone 
here finds a place to be of service to our fellowship. 
 
This year was notable for me because of my three month sabbatical during the summer.  I 
came back feeling refreshed and renewed for more ministry.  During the sabbatical I also 
engaged in an intensive period of reading and study, learning a great deal about what truly 
works and what doesn’t with respect to engaging in ministry with youth and young adults.  
One of the biggest benefits of the sabbatical may have been the way church members pulled 
together to lead worship in my absence.  I believe the summer was a spiritually enriching and 
nourishing time for us all. 
 
I should note that we are blessed to have a great part-time staff in Ruth, Jason and Bobby.  
The pastor can be absent for days or weeks (or even months!) at a time and much seems the 
same upon his return.  But if these three weren’t here, people would surely notice!  It is a 
testament to the importance of their work and the diligence with which they do it. 
 
Evangelism remains a key challenge and opportunity for us in 2014.  Our church is a place 
filled with good news about what God has done and is presently doing among us.  We need 
to tell people about that good news and invite them on the journey of faith with us.  You can 
do your part by sharing with others some stories about the faith, hope and love you have 
experienced here.  Did you know that research shows that most people join a church 
because a friend has invited them to attend with them?  You can be “the friend” who helps 
bring a new person to us and helps expand our family of faith.  
      
I am sure that God has great things in store for the Congregational Church of Somersville 
(UCC) in 2014 and beyond.  Thank you so much for allowing me the honor to serve you. I 
look forward to the new year ahead. 
 
Blessings in Christ, 
 
Graham Van Keuren 
  



REPORT OF THE CLERK 
 

 Activities relating to membership, baptism, marriages and losses for the year have 
been recorded by the Church Administrator and include: 
 
 New Members (1)  Michaella Doyon 
 
 Losses (2)   David Butler 
     Roger Pease 
 
 Minutes of meetings of the Church have been recorded by Linda Pease-McEwen, 
Clerk as well as interim clerks Deb Robidoux and Linda Longueuil. Copies are on file in the 
Church office.  



REPORT OF THE TREASURER AND ASST. TREASURER 

     2013 saw dramatic changes to certain areas of the church.  The social hall, the entry into 
the social hall and the back stairwell saw makeovers that were long overdue. Work was also 
completed on the steeple, the garage and the shed.   I am certain there are more projects to 
be tackled, but those projects can be added to the “to do list “.  For now, we can enjoy the 
results of what has been accomplished. 
 
     Our total income for 2013 was 124,926 total expenses were 130,907.  We finished the 
year with a deficit of 5,981.  Total endowment input was 6,450. 
A few highlights: 
Income 

- Total pledge amount collected was 80,613.  This was about 10% under our goal. 
- Fundraiser net total was 17,835.  We had expected a net of 18,700, but even with the 

April supper being cancelled due to work on the social room, we did very well.  Many 
thanks to Ruth & co. for their patience and diligence. 

- Our total donations were 11,590.00, which was higher than budgeted.  This increase 
was due to facility donations as well as unrestricted donations. 

- Ladies Aid donated funds to cover the cost of resurfacing the parking lot and the 
painting of the garage. 

Flow through Income 
- Total collected for the Property Fund was 29,838. 
- Insurance money collected for the water damage on back stairwell was 9,716.  
- Total disbursed from the property fund was 33,445. This included work done on the 

social hall, the steeple and the back stairwell. 
- Total disbursed for the parking lot was 2,900.  This was covered by Ladies Aid. 

 
      During the year the finance committee had an external audit conducted as dictated by the 
by-laws.  It was concluded that we have a strong financial system in place.  Also, we have 
discussed obtaining software that would enable both the treasurer and assistant treasurer 
access to the present software used to track our income and expense, thereby strengthening 
our financial checks and balances.  Hopefully this change will be in place over the course of 
2014. 
 
      I would like to thank our finance committee of Dave Pinney, Angela Ceppetelli, Jack 
Collins, Johanna Karbonic and Graham VanKeuren for their commitment to the financial 
operation of the church.   Dave Pinney is finishing his term with the committee and Johanna 
Karbonic, our assistant treasurer is retiring from her position.  Many thanks to both of you for 
your dedication and service. 
 

Respectfully submitted, 
 
Sydney Cohen 

 
 
 
 
 
 



        

1/1/13-

12/31/1331/1

2 

1/1/13-

12/31/13 

INCOME       ACTUAL BUDGET 

  COLLECTOR         

    Loose   1,687.00 2,000.00 

    Pledges   80,613.00 90,000.00 

  DIVIDENDS     2,456.00 2,400.00 

  DONATIONS         

    Facility   1,150.00 1,000.00 

    
Keeney 
Foundation     400.00 

    Ladies Aid   3,000.00 4,500.00 

    Unrestricted   7,440.00 2,500.00 

  FUND RAISERS         

    Non Designated   21,664.00 22,500.00 

            

  INTEREST     16.00 20.00 

  
MISCELLANEOU
S     450.00 500.00 

  REFUNDS       0.00 

TOTAL INCOME       118,476.00 125,820.00 

            

  
ENDOWMENT 
INPUT     6,450.00 0.00 

TOTAL 

OPERATING 

INCOME        124,926.00 125,820.00 

EXPENSES           

            

  
CHRISTIAN 
EDUCATION         

    Supplies   893.00 1,000.00 

    Youth Ministry   38.00 50.00 

    Silver Lake   1,088.00 500.00 

  COMMITTEES:         

    Deacons   1,663.00 2,500.00 

    Music   225.00 400.00 

    Stewardship   128.00 50.00 

  COMPENSATION         

  Pastor Salary   43,500.00 43,500.00 

    
Insurance & 
Pension   13,038.00 13,000.00 

    
Professional 
Expenses   538.00 1,000.00 



  Church Adm. Salary   12,954.00 12,954.00 

    Social Security   991.00 991.00 

Music Director   Salary   11,939.00 11,939.00 

  Sexton Salary   1,550.00 3,120.00 

            

  FEES         

    
Insur: Property & 
WC   6,133.00 5,101.00 

    
UCC 
Assessments   824.00 850.00 

    
Tolland 
Association   61.00 75.00 

            

  FUND RAISERS         

    Fund Raisers   3,829.00 3,800.00 

            

  
MISCELLANEOU
S     517.00 2,750.00 

            

  
OFFICE 
SUPPLIES         

    
Copier 
Maintenance   1,568.00 500.00 

    
Copier 
Consumables   510.00 800.00 

    Postage   661.00 700.00 

    Printing       

    Supplies   741.00 1,300.00 

    Website   51.00 70.00 

  PROPERTY         

    
Groundskeeping-
snowpl   2,475.00 1,500.00 

  Church 
Building 
Maintenance   2,904.00 3,000.00 

    Fuel   4,949.00 6,000.00 

    
Electricity(Inc. 
parking light   3,222.00 3,200.00 

    Telephone   1,483.00 1,400.00 

    Water   154.00 150.00 

    
Sewer 
Assessment   255.00 250.00 

  Parsonage 
Building 
Maintenance   703.00 1,500.00 

    Fuel   2,229.00 2,700.00 

    Electricity   1,455.00 1,500.00 

    Water   266.00 250.00 

    
Sewer 
Assessment   255.00 250.00 

            

  
MISSIONS 
OUTREACH         

    UCC Wider   3,500.00 3,500.00 



Mission Support 

    
Elective 
Disbursements   3,266.00 3,200.00 

    
Missions 
Programming   351.00 200.00 

    
Pastor's 
Discretionary       

TOTAL EXPENSES       130,907.00 135,550.00 

  

NET 

INCOME/LOSS      -5,981.00 -9,730.00 

      

      FLOW-THROUGH 
ITEMS           

        
1/1/13-
12/31/13 

1/1/12-
12/31/12 

  INCOME     ACTUAL BUDGET 

    
Missions Bake 
Sale   1207.00   

    
Monthly Missions 
Collections   3648.00   

  Restricted Income         

    
Pastors 
Designated Fund   1400.00   

    Other- 
Property 
Fund 29838.00   

      
Insurance 
Claim 9716.00   

    TOTALS   45809.00   

            

  EXPENSES         

    
Missions Bake 
Sale       

    
Monthly Missions 
Disbursal   3819.00   

  
Restricted Funds  
Disbursal         

    
Pastor's 
Designated Fund   1317.22   

    Parking Lot   2900.00   

    Property Fund   33445.00   

    Purchase of Safe   500.00   

    TOTALS   41981.22   

 

 

 

 

   





REPORT OF THE HISTORIAN 

 

150th Anniversary Coming Up. 

  The Congregational Church of Somersville was organized and established January 4, 
1871.   “Because of a growing need of a church in the west end of the town of Somers, the 
increase of population, the difficulty of reaching the mother church of the Street at all times of 
the year, emphasized repeatedly the need of a Church Society in this village. “ (1.) 
  

Mr. James M. Billings of New York City, a native of Somersville stated in his will that 
the sum of two dollars for each dollar raised (up to $10,000) will be given to the officers of a 
Orthodox Congregational Church of New England to develop and maintain a proper 
Congregational Church with a building and land located within one-third of a mile of the 
bridge across the Scantic River in the village of Somersville.   A pastor of good and regular 
standing will be chosen by the communicant members of said Church.  This was the 
beginning of the Congregational Church of Somersville.  It is hard to believe that in 7 years 
our small church will be celebrating its 150 Year Anniversary.  This Anniversary is something 
that we will have to keep in the back of our minds - as to how we will be celebrating 150 
years.  

  
 The year 2013 was a year of projects started but not completed: 

1. Cleaning out a closet to store our records.  
2. Bringing some of our important records to the State of Connecticut Library to store.  
3. Getting our records together in some order and deciding which records should go in  
    the Church safe.   

 
This is a work in slow progress and I apologize that more has not been completed.  My 

history buddy & motivator, Everett Baker had to retire from the Historian Committee and that 
was a great loss to me.  Because of time constraints, I was only able to do a few interviews 
this year.  Hopefully 2014 will be a more fruitful year.   
  
  
       Respectfully submitted, 

 
 Johanna Karbonic  

 
 
 
 
1. Manual and Historical Record of the Congregational Church of Somersville, Connecticut. 
1871-1903. 

 

 
 



REPORT OF THE BOARD OF DEACONS 

 On October 1, 2013, I was elected within the diaconate board to assume the position 
of chairperson from Bert Chillson who had almost completed a wonderful term of senior 
deacon before leaving on a well-deserved vacation with is wife, Mae. As of the next annual 
meeting in January, 2014, this office will then be open for re-election. 
 
 One of our first tasks of the year was to prepare for the Maunday Thursday service 
which was held in Wood chapel as the social room renovation had not yet been quite 
completed. Though the lighting was not quite as adequate, overall most whom attended the 
service seems satisfied with the new location, perhaps finding the Passover Supper and Holy 
Communion more spiritual in the Chapel setting. 
 
 We have been blessed to have pruchased 48 new bibles which have been placed in 
the santuary pews for our congregation to read at will and follow along with any scripture 
readings lsited weekly in our church bulletins. We also have purchased new liquid paraffin 
candles which will e more efficient and not cause any wax spills. 
 
 During Pastor Graham’s sabbatical, many church family individuals volunteered to 
help lead the worship services during this absence. Elaine Hancock did a wonderful job of 
organizing the list of leaders for each Sunday. All of us who had the honor to serve as 
worship leaders can now appreciate, even more, all that Graham does for us all other 
Sundays of the year. 
 
 The format of joys and concerns has changed. N ow oru church family can write on a 
car their joys and oncerns and place in a basket prior to the worship service for our pastor to 
read at the appropriate time. 
 
 The removal of the Pilgrim Hymnal in the pews was decided upon during our meeting 
of October 1, 2013. The Pilgrim Hymnal had been dedicated to our church many years ago 
by the Eastwood family in memory of their father, Harold F. Eastwood. We have enjoyed 
using the hymnal and still will enjoy singing some of our favorite hymns from the book which 
will be occasionally printed in our church bulletins ~ especially Christmas carols which were 
printed for our Christmas Eve service and our children’s pageant. Our New Century Hymnal 
includes most all of our familiar hymns plus it has some new beautiful hymns that we hae 
come to love, for instance, “by the Lakeshore” and “In Every bulb There is a Flower”. 
 
 Along with changes come the farwell to former members who have moved on to other 
places and churches. We wish them well and make it known to them they are always 
welcome to return at any time to our church. We thank them for alll their wonderful service 
during their years at Somersville. 
 
 On beahlf of the diaconate, I thank our church family for all of your support. 
 
       God bless you, 
 
       Mavis Collins  
  



REPORT OF THE BOARD OF CHRISTIAN EDUCATION 
 

The Christian Education Board for 2012-2013 had three members: Pat Scully, 
Deb Robidioux and Sue Comparetto.  Pat and Deb have been teaching Sunday School and 
Sue has been the "behind the scenes support" and Vacation Bible School coordinator.  The 
Sunday School program has about 15 children that attend classes.  The year's 
activities/programs/events included:  
 

Weekly Sunday School classes 
Children's Sunday 
All Church Picnic 
Christmas Pageant 
children serving as Acolyte 
Vacation Bible School  

 
The Christian Education program accrued a expense total of $2018.43.   

  
        Respectfully submitted, 
 
        Pat Scully, Chairman 
 
 
 
 

 

REPORT OF THE BOARD OF MISSIONS 
 

Once again this year, the congregation was extremely generous when asked to support our 
mission collections and providing items for bake sales.  The various monetary collections 
totaling $3819 were used to provide support for the following organizations:  Fisher House, 
Champs Place, Food Share, One Great Hour of Sharing, Church World Services Tools and 
Blankets, Loaves and Fishes, Heifer International, Unicef, Neighbors in Need, Jewish World 
Watch (solar cookers), and the Christmas Fund.  In addition, starting in the fall and continuing 
until the end of the year, people have generously donated non-perishable food items which 
have been donated to the All Saints food pantry.  In December, we had an angel tree with 
gifts needed for two needy families in Somers.  All the tags were selected and we were able 
to fulfill every wish on the children’s wish lists. 
 
In addition to the monthly 2nd Mile Missions, we also sent donations from Missions Elective 
Disbursal budget to the following :   Cornerstone and Loaves and Fishes during the annual 
Feinstein Challenge.   Money from this budget was also used to supplement some of our 
monthly collections and to provide one-time rental assistance to a friend of the church. 
The Missions Board raised money from the bake sales held at select suppers as well as one 
on the Saturday before Easter.   In early October, the Missions Board held a pumpkin sale 
after Sunday services.  Money from these activities are being earmarked for a future Missions 
project. 
 



MISSIONS COLLECTIONS AND DISBURSEMENTS FOR 2013 

Month Mission Name 

Amount 
Collected and 

Disbursed 
Elective 

Disbursement 
Total 

Disbursed 

November 
2012 KIVA $              25.00 $                   - $              25.00 

December 
2012 Christmas Fund $            805.00 $              95.00 $            900.00 

January Fisher House $            258.00 $            142.00 $            400.00 

2/3/2013 
Super Bowl  

(Champs Place) $            167.24 $              32.76 $            200.00 

10,17,24 
February 

Health Kits 
(Shipping) 250 kits $            500.00 $            500.00 

March Food Share $            298.00 $            102.00 $            400.00 

March 
Loaves & 

Fishes 
 

$            200.00 $            200.00 

March Cornerstone 
 

$            200.00 $            200.00 

April 
One Great Hour 

of Sharing $            271.00 $            229.00 $            500.00 

May 
Rental 

assistance 
 

$            400.00 $            400.00 

May 

Church World 
Service Tools & 

Blankets $            536.00 $                   - $            536.00 

June 
Loaves & 

Fishes $            183.00 $            289.98 $            472.98 

July 
Summer   
Mission 

  
$                   - 

August 
ICE CREAM 

SOCIAL 
  

$                   - 

September Heifers Int $            415.00 $              85.00 $            500.00 

September 
All Saints Food 

Pantry 
 

$            200.84 $            200.84 

     

7,14 October 
Neighbors in 

need $            142.50 $            357.50 $            500.00 

21,28 October Unicef $            454.30 $              45.70 $            500.00 

November Solar cookers $            234.00 $            266.00 $            500.00 

December 
KIVA Piggy 

Bank $              30.00 
 

$              30.00 

December 
All Saints Food 

Pantry 
 

$            120.67 $            120.67 

  

$          
3,819.04 

$          
3,266.45 

  
At the end of July, we hosted our third Ice Cream Social on the green for the Somersville 
community.  Once again, face painting was very popular as was the small menagerie 
provided by Lee Pinney.  This year we added hot dogs to the menu and changed up the ice 
cream flavors.  Both were a big hit.  The weather cooperated and a good time was had by all 



who attended.  Many thanks to all who helped set up, served ice cream, grilled hot dogs, 
painted faces, and cleaned up after this event. 
 
We made 11 loans through KIVA in 2013 and 9 earlier loans were repaid in full.  One loan 
defaulted with a loss of $3.85.   
 
The Missions Board would like to thank the congregation for their generosity and commitment 
in supporting all the missions which help those in our community as well as around the world.   
 
        Respectfully submitted, 
 
        Linda Longueuil  
      
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
    

REPORT OF THE NOMINATING COMMITTEE 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  



REPORTS OF THE BOARDS OF TRUSTEES 
 

REPORT OF THE FINANCE COMMITTEE 
 

The Finance Committee has continued to focus on the short and long-term financial 
health of our church.  We acknowledge that we have proposed and the members have 
adopted a budget for 2014 that once again projects a negative cash flow, but we continue to 
be confident that members and friends of the church will provide the financial support critical 
to our primary missions.  To add more support for the good work our church undertakes, the 
committee has decided to exercise the policy adopted some twenty years ago that each year 
the church draw 5% of the unrestricted endowment as valued on January 1st of each year 
and add it to the general working funds of the church.  For 2013, this addition puts the actual 
revenues and expenses in the black when they would otherwise be in the red.  Hopefully, the 
funds added in 2014 can help expand our work beyond that anticipated within the budget as 
adopted. 
 

The committee had an outside audit of the church’s finances conducted by an outside 
entity as current policy calls for every five years.  A qualified member of the church conducted 
this audit at no cost to the church and found all procedures and records to be in good order. 
 

The members of the committee have been evaluating alternative financial record-
keeping systems and approaches in order to establish a program and supporting resources 
that would be owned and maintained by the church instead of relying on the person serving 
as treasurer to provide the program and utilize his or her own resources.  We are inclined to 
work with an internet-based program that could be accessed by several authorized users 
from different computers.  We are still working on final plans.  The ultimate goal is to enable 
an easier transition from one person to another to serve as treasurer. 
 

The committee recognizes that the church and all its work are made possible through 
the numerous contributions of time, talent and financial support and commends all who 
participate in this effort. 
 
      Respectfully submitted 
 
      Angela Ceppetelli 
      Sydney Cohen, Treasurer 
      Jack Collins 
      Johanna Karbonic, Assistant Treasurer 
      David Pinney 

 

  



REPORT OF THE STEWARDSHIP COMMITTEE 

 We, the members of the Congregational Church of Somersville, have had a very  
busy year.   
 
 In early 2013 we set what seemed like an impossible goal of raising $26,000 for  
a complete renovation of our Fellowship Room and tackling numerous repairs  
throughout the building. 
  
 We were able to surpass that goal because so many of you stepped up to offer  
your time, dedication, skills, and monetary gifts.  Thank you!  
 
 In the midst of the Capital Campaign, our annual Pledging Campaign began April  
14th.  Our theme used a wall hanging to depict a rainbow which was meant to  
represent "God's Promise to us", asking our members to reflect on that promise  
by making their Pledge a promise to the Church and God's work. 
By the end of June we had 37 pledges for a total dollar amount of $68,871.  We  
praise God for cheerful givers and their gifts! 
It is often said about our church that we accomplish so much for such a small  
membership.  But we know it's not that we are" just members"; we are a FAMILY of  
Faith. 
 
 "Then the people rejoiced because they had offered so willingly, for they made  
their offering to The Lord with a whole heart...."  I Chronicles 29: 9 
 
 AMEN, ALLELUIA! 
 
      Respectfully submitted, 
      Lois Sharpless 
      on behalf of the Stewardship Committee: 

Lois Sharpless, Sharon Miller and 
Pastor Graham  VanKeuren 
 
 

 

  



REPORT OF THE PROPERTY COMMITTEE 
 
 2013 was a year of many expected and unexpected repairs and changes. 
 

 Our major goal and successful project was the replacement of the social room floor. 
Along with that a major renovation took place. The unexpected always happens when you 
repair or replace major areas of an old building. 
 

 When the old floor was removed, a serious water leakage problem was uncovered. 
This was corrected through the process of installing a drain system along 3 walls with a sump 
pump hole and pump placed in the back pantry. 
 

 The floor was replaced on the original cement floor saving on concrete raising of the 
old surface. These monies saved funded the sump pump system, major rewiring, and some 
of the renovation work. 
 

 All  of the walls were replaced with new sheetrock thanks to the generous donation 
from one of  our church couples.  
 

 By May most of the social hall was back to normal and looked great! 
 

 In February we had a super cold spell. When it warmed above freezing, it was found 
that heat pipes on the third floor had burst and water leaked down the back stairway to the 
social hall bathroom floor. 
 

 Repairs were immediately made to the pipes and the cause was traced to the 
thermostat in the Gowdy Room. It needed two double AA batteries that had long run out of 
power. The batteries were replaced and eventually a new thermostat was installed that needs 
no batteries. 
 

 An insurance claim was submitted and the funds used to repair the stairway walls and 
floors. The lower area was repaired as part of the social hall project. So we had bad news but 
good news that was a financial boost. 
 

 We finally got the parking lot around the church repaired and surface sealed. The 
property committee repainted lines and this saved hiring a line paint crew. 
 

 In late October the bell tower was finally repaired and painted. Through the generous 
donation from ladies Aide, the basement windows of the parsonage were replaced. 
 

 One of our congregants has agreed to take on the responsibilities of the sexton 
position. We all welcome Bob Bourque and know he will do a fine job. 
 

 The list of day in and day out property needs such as grass and shrub cutting, snow 
removal, cleaning, fall and spring clean up and maintenance are too numerous to elaborate 
on. 
 

 We, the property committee and Pastor Graham, want to thank all those that 
contributed to the success of 2013. No matter how much or how little you contributed, your 
help and support made it all happen. 
 

        Respectfully submitted, 
 

        Rich Carey 



REPORT OF THE COLLECTOR 

 

Month Pledges Loose Missions Misc. Total 

  
    

  

January 5,638.00 132.75 278.00 
 

6,048.75 

February 4,971.00 98.19 167.24 
 

5,236.43 

March 13,647.00 284.50 298.00 
 

14,229.50 

  
    

  

April 8,238.00 150.16 271.00 
 

8,659.16 

May 5,463.00 119.00 165.00 
 

5,747.00 

June 5,735.00 186.87 218.00 
 

6,139.87 

  
    

  

July  4,911.00 100.00 65.00 25.00 5,101.00 

August  5,560.00 124.00 0.00 
 

5,684.00 

September  6,159.00 168.00 415.00 
 

6,742.00 

  
    

  

October  8,024.00 49.50 185.50 
 

8,259.00 

November 5,219.00 100.25 204.00 
 

5,523.25 

December 7,048.00 174.00 639.00 700.00 8,561.00 

  Pledges loose Missions Misc. Total 

2013 Total: 80,613.00 1,687.22 2,905.74 725.00 85,930.96 

      

      Missions Detail 

     Fisher House $258.00 
    Souper Bowl of Caring $167.24 
    FoodShare $298.00 
    One Great Hour of 

Sharing $271.00 
    Church World Service $265.00 
    Loaves & Fishes $183.00 
    Heifer Project $415.00 
    Neighbors in Need $142.50 
    UNICEF $43.00 
    Solar Cooker Project $234.00 
    Christmas fund $629.00 
        
    Missions Total: $2,905.74 
    

      Miscellaneous Detail Detail 
    Church Supper $25.00 
    Unrestricted Donation $700.00 
    Misc. Total: $725.00 
     



REPORT OF THE LADIES AIDE SOCIETY 
 

The year 2013 was busy and productive for the Ladies Aide Society!  The Blacksmith Shoppe 
had another outstanding year of selling gently used items thanks to the continued hard work 
from Marj Morgan, Barbara Abbe, Dan Dunn, Art LaChance and several volunteer workers.  
We thank you so much for all your time and effort. 
 
Several funeral receptions were hosted throughout 2013 by Ladies Aide and provided 
delicious food and beverage for the families and friends of the deceased.  We are told that 
these banquet style receptions are greatly appreciated by the families and all the foods are 
prepared, baked, and given with loving hearts by our ladies.  Thank you ladies for your help 
and support for these receptions. 
 
Our officers were nominated and elected in January 2013.  In February a complete 
renovation of our social room was taking place so we were meeting in Wood Chapel.  Our 
pledge to the church was fulfilled and monies were donated towards the bell tower, painting, 
and the parking lot work needed done.   
 
March 12th Bob Wheeler from the Somers Fire Dept. gave us a very interesting and  
informative defibrillator demonstration and Ruth Bruch provided a lovely lunch.  At our April 
9th meeting we enjoyed pizza and salad provided by Donna Pendleton and then assembled 
250 hygiene kits that were delivered by Linda Longueuil, Mavis Collins, Johanna Karbonic, 
and Ardie Carey to Middletown CT.  These kits are a Godsent to people around the world 
who go through some type of disaster.  Special thanks to Linda Longueuil for all the time and 
effort she puts into this worthwhile project and a huge thank you to the MIssions Committee 
who, very generously, paid for the shipping of these kits!   
 
May 7, 2013 the ladies gathered and assembled several May baskets that were delivered to 
shut-ins in the area.  We received many thank you cards from the appreciative recipients.  
June 11th brought a rainy day for our meeting and annual picnic.  Thus our picnic was held in 
our church social room rather than at the Carey home.  The many delicious covered dishes 
were thoroughly enjoyed despite the weather.  There were no meetings in July and August 
due to many people away on vacations, but we did have our used Clothing Sale which was 
held on August 10th.  Linda Longueuil and Marge Morgan spent lots of time sorting and 
organizing the many donated clothes.  Thank you to them and the other people who helped 
on the day of the sale.  
 
September 10th we met at Sofia's Restaurant in E. Windsor for our annual luncheon.  Mavis 
Collins brought along her cousin, Helen, who was visiting from England and she kept our 
table laughing with her great sense of humor!  We also had our very first Victorian Tea on 
September 21st. which was also held in our new social room.  It was a great success thanks 
to all the people who worked so hard making and preparing all the yummy luncheon and 
dessert foods along with the six young ladies who helped wait on tables and were such a hit 
with the many people who came to the tea!  A silent auction for a beautiful tea basket brought  
in additional monies  and was won by a generous Somers lady.  Thanks to Carol Webb for 
her help with gathering items for that basket.  This fund raiser and the many others held 
throughout the year provide needed revenue for our church needs and our many church 
programs.   
 



During our October 8th meeting our Pastor, Graham Van Keuren informed us that the new 
parsonage basement windows were installed and completed.  This much needed project was 
funded by Ladies Aide and will make a difference in the warmth of the parsonage floors.  We 
would also like to take this opportunity to sincerely thank our Pastor Graham who is always at 
our meetings and functions to help us, offer prayers, and inspire us with his faith.  Bless you, 
Pastor Graham, for your dedication and time to our Ladies Aide Society. 
 
November 2nd we hosted our first Soup-a-thon which was coordinated by Johanna Karbonic 
and was such fun!  We had many awesome soups to taste and sample and after all the votes 
were tallied, Johanna's tasty Cheeseburger Soup was the grand winner!  Our November 
meeting was hosted by Mavis Collins with lots of scrumptious food!  Ruth Bruch reported that 
she had purchased new carafes and gravy boats to replace those needed for the monthly 
dinners which are always so successful.  Thanks for taking on that job!   
 
Once again in November and December two complete Thanksgiving and Christmas dinners 
were funded by Ladies Aide and were delivered to the Somers Senior Center to be given to 
two local families in need. 
 
Our annual Bake Sale that took place on November 23rd offered a large selection of pies, 
cookies, candy, nuts, etc.  A collection of Christmas decorations, etc. were also sold and 
proved popular.  Lots of work goes into doing these sales and we thank everyone who offers 
their time and talents.   
 
December and Christmas came along so fast and was such a busy time for all, but we still 
managed to have our Christmas potluck lunch on the 10th.  All the covered dishes brought 
were exceptional and along with our lunch we had a cookie exchange rather than a carol 
sing.  Many delectable cookies were eaten and exchanged and a merry time was had by all 
the ladies AND men in attendance!   
 
The Ladies Aide Society looks forward to another blessed and productive year (2014) to grow 
and be all that we can be.  Pastor Graham and our dedicated ladies work tirelessly 
throughout the year to provide help to our church and to others and we thank everyone and 
those that help support us for the many good deeds year round.  May you all enjoy a healthy 
and Happy New Year!   
                                                                                                                                
      Respectfully submitted, 
                                                                                                                                   
      Ardie Carey, President    
  



SLATE OF NOMINEES 
 
*  NEW NOMINEES TO BE VOTED ON 
 
One Year Positions 
 Clerk   * Ruth Bruch 
 Treasurer  * Sydney Cohen 
 Asst. Treasurer  * Angela Ceppetelli 
 Collector  * Dave Pinney 
 
Two Year Positions 
 Christian Education    Sue Comparetto-Wavada (term remaining thru 2014) 
       Deb Robidoux (term remaining through 2015) 
    * Sarah Flynn 

 

 Missions     Linda Longueuil (term remaining thru 2014) 
       Geneva Farnham (term remaining thru 2014) 

 * Marilyn Hare 
 * Carol Web 

 

 Nominating     Judy Liberty (term remaining thru 2014) 
 * Johanna Karbonic 
 

 Stewardship     Sharon Miller (term remaining thru 2014) 
 *  Pat Pinney 
 

 Property      Everett Morrill (term remaining thru 2014) 
      *  Rich Carey 

 
Three Year Positions 
 Moderator     Yvonne Wood (term remaining thru 2014) 
 

 Deacons     Allison Matczak (term remaining thru 2014 
       Mavis Collins (term remaining thru 2014) 
       Elaine Hancock (term remaining thru 2015) 
       Chuck Elwood (term remaining thru 2015) 
    * Donna Pendleton 
    * Patrick Forbes 
 

 Finance      Jack Collins (term remaining thru 2015) 
 * Dan Scully (term remaining thru 2014) 
    [replacing Angela.Ceppetelli] 

  * Debby King   

 
 
  



The Ministry of the Connecticut Conference, UCC in 2013  
 
After three full years of self-study, searching, and discernment, the Connecticut Conference 
of the United Church of Christ called and installed a new Conference Minister in 2013: the 
Rev. Kent J. Siladi. The Search Committee announced their selection in March, delegates 
voted to call him in April, he assumed his duties at the end of June, and the Conference 
celebrated his installation in September. He came to office persuaded that God has work for 
the Conference to do.  
 
Ȱ!Ó ) ÂÅÇÉÎ ÍÙ ÍÉÎÉÓÔÒÙ ÁÍÏÎÇ ÙÏÕ ) bring a sense of urgency about where we need to go 
ÔÏÇÅÔÈÅÒȟȱ ÈÅ ×ÒÏÔÅ ÉÎ *ÕÎÅȢ Ȱ7ÈÁÔ ÍÉÇÈÔ ÉÔ ÌÏÏË ÌÉËÅ ÆÏÒ ÔÈÅ #ÏÎÎÅÃÔÉÃÕÔ #ÏÎÆÅÒÅÎÃÅ ÔÏ ÂÅ Á ÂÏÌÄ ×ÉÔÎÅÓÓ ÆÏÒ ÔÈÅ 
'ÏÓÐÅÌ ÉÎ ÏÕÒ ÔÉÍÅȩȱ ÈÅ ÁÓËÅÄ ÉÎ /ÃÔÏÂÅÒȢ  !ÎÄ ÐÒÅÁÃÈÉÎÇ ÔÏ ÔÈÅ !ÎÎÕÁÌ -ÅÅÔÉÎÇȟ ÈÅ ÄÅÃÌÁÒÅÄȟ Ȱ)ÔȭÓ ÁÂÏÕÔ 'ÏÄ ×ÒÉÔÉÎÇ 
Á ÎÅ× ÓÏÎÇ ÏÎ ÏÕÒ ÈÅÁÒÔÓȢȱ 
 
His was not the only voice summoning the Conference to new songs, new ways, and new things to try. Annual 
Meeting keynoter the Rev. Michael Piazza won both laughter and careful thought when he quoted hÉÓ ÃÈÕÒÃÈȭÓ ÐÅÔ 
ÓÁÙÉÎÇȡ Ȱ)Æ ÎÏ ÏÎÅ ×ÉÌÌ ÄÉÅȟ ÇÉÖÅ ÉÔ Á ÔÒÙȦȱ !Ô ÔÈÅ !ÕÔÈÏÒÉÚÅÄ -ÉÎÉÓÔÅÒÓȭ %ÖÅÎÔȟ ÔÈÅ 2ÅÖȢ 1ÕÉÎÎ #ÁÌÄ×ÅÌÌ ÕÒÇÅÄ ÈÉÓ 
ÃÏÌÌÅÁÇÕÅÓ ÔÏ ȰÌÉÖÅ ÁÓ ÉÆ ÔÈÅÒÅ ×ÁÓ Á ÇÕÙ ÔÈÁÔ ÌÉÖÅÄ ÁÎÄ ÄÉÅÄ ÁÎÄ ÒÏÓÅ ÁÇÁÉÎȟ ÁÎÄ ÔÈÁÔ ÉÔ ÍÁÔÔÅÒÓȢȱ 'ÅÎÅÒÁÌ !ÓÓÏÃÉÁÔÉÏÎ 
presenter the Rev. Dr. Kirk Byron Jones summoned the assembly to embrace stillness, cultivate awareness, and 
celebrate playfulness.  
 
The Conference sent both a cloud of delegates and important items to be considered by the 29th General Synod at 
the end of June. In addition to adopting the resolutions proposed by the Conference, which call for protection of 
equal status of women and for support for outdoor ministries, Synod delegates expressed their concern about the 
risk to voting rights for American minorities, took the pledge to resist bullying with colorful hand-knitted scarves, 
and directed the denomination to work toward divestment in fossil fuels. They celebrated marriage equality in 
California, and launched the new United Church Board, the first chair of which is the Rev. Dr. Bernard Wilson of the 
Norfield Congregational Church UCC in Weston. The Rev. Dr. Maritza Angulo de Gonzalez, pastor of Manantial de 
Gracia UCC in New Britain, also serves on the new Board. 
 
In the fall, the UCC offices in Cleveland announced staff cuts intended to bring the national setting budget closer to 
ÂÁÌÁÎÃÅȢ !ÌÔÈÏÕÇÈ ÔÈÅ #ÏÎÎÅÃÔÉÃÕÔ #ÏÎÆÅÒÅÎÃÅ ÁÃÈÉÅÖÅÄ ÉÔÓ ςπρς /ÕÒ #ÈÕÒÃÈȭÓ 7ÉÄÅÒ -ÉÓÓÉÏÎ "ÁÓÉÃ 3ÕÐÐÏÒÔ 'ÏÁÌȟ ÉÔ 
saw an actual decline in giving, one mirrored around the denomination. In 2013, 50% of OCWM Basic Support 
dollars will go to support national and international work of the UCC. 
 
After several years of harsh weather, 2013 was relatively mild ɂ in Connecticut. Tornadoes struck repeatedly in the 
American Midwest, leaving the dead, injured, and homeless in their wake. A massive typhoon struck the Philippines. 
Churches and individuals contributed to these relief efforts, to long-term recovery from previous disasters, and to 
support the grieving community of Newtown. Connecticut #ÏÎÆÅÒÅÎÃÅ Ȱ#ÁÒÅ ÆÏÒ .Å×ÔÏ×Îȱ ÇÒÁÎÔÓ ÂÅÇÁÎ ÔÈÅÉÒ ×ÏÒË 
early in the year.  
 
Other disasters struck as well, and so the Conference prayed: Prayed for Boston when bombs killed and maimed just 
yards from Old South Church UCC along the route of the Boston Marathon; prayed for Washington and Chicago and 
Hartford and New Haven and Bridgeport when gunfire took lives in these and far too many other places; prayed for 
Syria and Egypt and Afghanistan and Iraq and far too many other nations marred by war. Church leaders, including 
Newtown senior pastor the Rev. Matthew Crebbin, urged support for gun safety legislation at the state and national 
levels. Governor Dannel P. Malloy signed a new act in April, but no law passed the United States Congress. 
 
Silver Lake Conference Center welcomed 991 conferees during summer 2013, including 25 participants in the 
brand-new Congregation Camp. They sent 15 high school mission participants to Oaxaca, Mexico, in April to work 
with Simply Smiles. In June, thanks to the Now, for the Future Campaign, they proudly dedicated the newly renamed 
Ingraham Retreat Center, the newly expanded Cedars dining room, and several hand built benches. The new 
%ÎÖÉÒÏÎÍÅÎÔÁÌ *ÕÓÔÉÃÅ #ÅÎÔÅÒ ÕÎÄÅÒ ÔÈÅ ÄÉÒÅÃÔÉÏÎ ÏÆ 0ÁÍ !ÒÉÆÉÁÎ ÅØÐÁÎÄÅÄ 3ÉÌÖÅÒ ,ÁËÅȭÓ ÓÕÓÔÁÉÎÁÂÉlity education 
offerings, including the garden itself, which is now 3200 square feet. About 2500 retreat guests enjoyed Silver Lake 
hospitality, ranging from school groups to General Association and many more in between. 
 



Churches around the UCC took part in the Mission 4/1 Earth effort, planting trees, writing letters, and raising dollars 
to resist climate change. The New England conferences will repeat the Mission 4/1 Earth campaign this spring. In 
April, national and local religious leaders gathered in Boston for a Climate Revival, including UCC General Minister 
and President the Rev. Geoffrey Black. 
 
Staff transitions began with a fond farewell to Interim Conference Minister the Rev. Charles L. Wildman in May. 
Policy Advocate Kim Harrison concluded her 26 years of service in June, and Regional Minister the Rev. Dr. Mike 
Penn-3ÔÒÁÈ ÒÅÔÉÒÅÄ ÉÎ 3ÅÐÔÅÍÂÅÒȢ 4ÈÅ 2ÅÖȢ 'ÉÎÉ +ÉÎÇ ÈÁÓ ÓÅÒÖÅÄ ÁÓ ȰÂÒÉÄÇÅȱ ÉÎÔÅÒÉÍ ÕÎÔÉÌ ÔÈÅ 2ÅÖȢ -ÁÒÙ .ÅÌÓÏÎ 
Abbott begins her duties in February.  
 
The Rev. Dominique Atchison began her work as Coordinator of the Sacred Conversations on Race Ministry in 
/ÃÔÏÂÅÒȟ ÐÒÏÖÉÄÉÎÇ ÓÕÐÐÏÒÔ ÆÏÒ ÔÈÅ #ÏÎÆÅÒÅÎÃÅȭÓ ÍÁÊÏÒ ÅÆÆÏÒÔ ÔÏ ÅÒÁÄÉÃÁÔÅ ÒÁÃÉÓÍȢ 4ÈÅ ÍÉÎÉÓÔÒÙȭÓ ÌÅÁÄÅÒÓȟ ÔÈÅ 2ÅÖȢ $ÒȢ 
Keith Bolton and the Rev. Deborah Blood, assembled their team over the summer and began funding projects in local 
churches and around the Conference. Conversation Facilitator training should begin this spring. 
 
! ÐÒÏÆÕÓÉÏÎ ÏÆ ×ÏÒËÓÈÏÐÓ ÂÒÏÕÇÈÔ ÏÖÅÒ ρφπ ÐÅÏÐÌÅ ÔÏ ,ÅÁÄÅÒÓÈÉÐ -ÁÔÔÅÒÓ ÉÎ 3ÏÕÔÈ 'ÌÁÓÔÏÎÂÕÒÙ ÉÎ -ÁÒÃÈȢ 4ÈÉÓ ÙÅÁÒȭÓ 
ÅÄÕÃÁÔÉÏÎÁÌ ÅÖÅÎÔ ×ÉÌÌ ÂÅ ÏÆÆÅÒÅÄ ÉÎ ÐÁÒÔÎÅÒÓÈÉÐ ×ÉÔÈ ÔÈÅ -ÁÓÓÁÃÈÕÓÅÔÔÓ #ÏÎÆÅÒÅÎÃÅ 5##Ƞ Ȱ3ÕÐÅÒ 3ÁÔÕÒÄÁÙȱ ×ÉÌÌ ÂÅ 
March 1, 2014, in Ludlow. 
 
The four Regional Ministers ɂ Michael Ciba, Tom Clough, Tamara Moreland, and Mike Penn-Strah (later Gini King) 
continued their ministry of support, prayer, and presence. In Youth and Young Adult Ministries, the Giv2 youth 
service program added a new chapter and provided hundreds of hours of assistance to helping agencies, including a 
seventy-person-strong day alongside the Annual Meeting. Young people continued to acknowledge that they are 
Ȱ4ÈÉÎËÉÎÇ !ÂÏÕÔ 7ÏÒËÉÎÇ ÆÏÒ 'ÏÄ ÆÏÒ Á ,ÉÖÉÎÇȟȱ ×ÉÔÈ ÓÏÍÅ ÓÐÅÁËÉÎÇ ÁÔ ÔÈÅ ÓÐÒÉÎÇ 9ÏÕÔÈ 2ÅÖÉÖÁÌȢ 
 
The Conference honored Nancy Carrington, President and CEO of the Connecticut Food Bank, with the Living Waters 
Award at the Annual Meeting in October. Crossroads Grants, made possible by a generous gift from First UCC in 
Bridgeport, helped small churches consider their future ministries. The Korean Partnership Committee has begun 
work prepar ing a sizable delegation to the Kyung-+É 0ÒÅÓÂÙÔÅÒÙ ÔÏ ÃÅÌÅÂÒÁÔÅ ÔÈÅ ÅÃÕÍÅÎÉÃÁÌ ÐÁÒÔÎÅÒÓÈÉÐȭÓ Ô×ÅÎÔÉÅÔÈ 
anniversary. 
 
The Conference completed a full year of the CTUCC This Month clipping service and publication. In December, the 
last print issue of ConnTact arrived in mailboxes, to be replaced by a digital edition in the coming months. Each week 
the Spirit Calendar and CTUCC This Week came to email boxes, while others listened to CTUCC ConferenceCast. The 
×ÅÅËÌÙ ÐÏÄÃÁÓÔȭÓ ρυπÔÈ ÅÐÉÓÏÄÅ ÉÎÓÐÉÒÅÄ Á Ȱ-ÁËÉÎÇ /Æȱ ÖÉÄÅÏ ×ÈÉÃÈ ÊÏÉÎÅÄ ÍÁÎÙ ÏÔÈÅÒÓ ÏÎ ÔÈÅ #ÏÎÆÅÒÅÎÃÅȭÓ 
YouTube channel (youtube.com/CTUCC). Conference Minister Kent Siladi plans to offer regular video reflections this 
year, and began with a Christmas message in mid-December. 
 
As the year closed, Rev. 3ÉÌÁÄÉ ÈÁÄ ÈÅÌÄ Á ÓÅÒÉÅÓ ÏÆ Ȱ#ÏÎÖÅÒÓÁÔÉÏÎÓ ×ÉÔÈ ÔÈÅ #ÏÎÆÅÒÅÎÃÅ -ÉÎÉÓÔÅÒȱ ÁÎÄ ÂÅÇÕÎ Á ÆÕÌÌ 
ÒÅÖÉÅ× ÏÆ ÔÈÅ #ÏÎÆÅÒÅÎÃÅȭÓ ÍÉÎÉÓÔÒÉÅÓ ÁÎÄ ÐÒÉÏÒÉÔÉÅÓȢ 7ÏÒËÉÎÇ ×ÉÔÈ ÔÈÅ "ÏÁÒÄ ÏÆ $ÉÒÅÃÔÏÒÓȟ ÈÅ ÈÏÐÅÓ ÔÏ ÅØÐÒÅÓÓ ÔÈÅ 
#ÏÎÆÅÒÅÎÃÅȭÓ ÍÉÓÓÉÏÎ ÉÎ Á ÆÏÃÕÓÅÄ ×ÁÙ ÂÙ ÔÈÅ ÅÎÄ ÏÆ ÓÕÍÍÅÒȢ (Å ÏÆÆÅÒÅÄ ÔÈÅÓÅ ÐÒÅÌÉÍÉÎÁÒÙ ÔÈÏÕÇÈÔÓȡ Ȱ"ÅÉÎÇ ÐÁÒÔ ÏÆ Á 
faith community provides the opportunity to find friendship, encouragement, hope and support in a place where 
love abounds. The Conference is an extension of your local church ministry, enabling us to reach out in love to each 
ÏÔÈÅÒȟ ÁÎÄ ÔÏ ÔÈÏÓÅ ÉÎ ÎÅÅÄȢȱ 

  
  
 
 
 

 
 

 


