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Summer Opportunities 

Sunday Music 

The choir is off for the summer and 

that opens an opportunity for those 

interested in making musical offerings on 

Sundays. If any individual is interested in 

musically contributing a prelude or anthem 

during July or August,  please speak with 

Jason Stefanik.  Instrumentals or vocals are welcome. 

 

3
rd

 Annual Ice Cream Social  (submitted by Linda Longueuil) 

Just a reminder that the Ice Cream Social on the Green will be 

Saturday, July 27 from 1 to 3 p.m. (rain date is Sunday, July 28).  We 

are looking for help with setting up, organizing games, scooping ice 

cream, grilling hot dogs and cleaning up afterwards.  

There is a sign-up sheet in the hallway upstairs if you 

can spare an hour or two to help out.  We are hoping 

that Lee Pinney will be providing a donkey (a big hit 

last year) and some goats and that there will be face 

painting for the children.  And , of course, there will 

be some delicious ice cream.  So come out and enjoy yourselves for a 

couple of hours on a (hopefully) beautiful Saturday afternoon. 
 

Vacation Bible School  (submitted by Sue Wavada) 

VBS this summer will be special.  For a full week-long themed 

VBS, we are supporting the Somers Congregational Church program 

offered the week of July 8th.  We will, however, have two special one 

day events during the summer at our church for our 

outreach to the community of children.  More to 

come on these two special VBS events!  They will 

run 8:30 AM til 3:00PM on Thursday, July  25
th
 and 

August 22
nd

  and include the usual fun stuff -- Arts 

& Crafts, Bible stories & sayings, Songs, Games, 

and even Science! 
 

Thanks to .. 
   

  .. all who served as lay leaders, greeters, ushers and acolytes this past 

month. 

  .. everyone who contributed to the 2
nd

 Mile Mission collection for 

Loaves and Fishes. 

  .. those who continue to help with renovations to the 

social room 

 .. all who contributed to the great success of our  

annual strawberry supper 

 

Thanks from .. 
(excerpts from a note received from a Dick Petrucci, dinner attendee)   
  …“I want to express our deep gratitude to all the wonderful volunteers 
for all their hard work that goes into making these church dinners so 
delicious and so plentiful! Last night’s dinner was SO delicious and we 
left so full! ..   Our server was a delight and with a warm personality. 
Congratulations on your 25

th
 anniversary in putting on these suppers – 

what a wonderful thing you all do so graciously .  .. We applaud you 
and we thank you from our hearts and our stomachs.” 

 
 

Christian Education                            
 

Wednesday Bible Study   

This group will meet on Wednesday mornings from 9:30-

11:15 through July 10.  It will be on hiatus until September 4.  All are 

welcome to attend.  
 

 

Opportunities in July and August 
 

 Greeters  Ushers  Acolyte              Fellowship Hosts 

 
 

07/07   Donna P.    Tom & Elaine 

 

0714   Donna P.    Marjorie, Sue &  
                                              Wendy 

 

07/21   Donna P.    Rich & Ardie 

 
07/28   Donna P. 

 

For the month of August, Donna Pendleton has offered to usher each week and Jack 

and Mavis Collins have signed up as fellowship hosts on the 25th.  Otherwise, there are 
plenty of open opportunities! 

 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
                     Preaching     Children’s Time  Other Worship Ops. 

 

July 07 Pulpit Supply     Pulpit Supply  Pulpit Supply 

July 14 Deb Robidoux     Richard Carey  Allison Matczak 

July 21 Linda Pease     Mavis Collins  Jason Stefanik     

July 28 Eric Elley      Mae Chillson  Bert Chillson 

Aug. 04 Pulpit Supply     Pulpit Supply  Pulpit Supply 

Aug.  11 Sharon Miller     Elaine Hancock  Richard Carey 

Aug. 18 Elaine Hancock     Jason Stefanik  Yvonne Wood 

Aug. 25 Jason Stefanik     Linda Pease  Elaine Hancock 

 

From the Board of Deacons 

 Anyone having questions or concerns about worship this 

summer should contact Bert Chillson, senior deacon; other questions 

can be directed to Yvonne Wood, moderator 

 

 

Report of the Treasurer   (submitted by Sydney Cohen) 

 

                MAY 2013      Monthly Budget        YTD           Annual Budget                        

Pledges     $5,463.00    $ 7,500.00         $38,007.00        $ 90,000.00  

Income     $9,637.02            $10,485.00         $53,141.55       $125,820.00

        

Expenses  $9,122.99   $11,256.00         $58,786.68       $135,550.00 

 

As of June 23, 2013 

Pledges- $4500.00   YTD $42507.00 

As we come to the half way point of the church year, our pledges are at 

47% of our annual budget.  Likewise, our operating income is at 42% 

and our expenses are at 43%.  These figures are as of June 23, 2013.  

We do have one more Sunday in June, so these numbers will change 

slightly.  But we are almost at 50% on pledges which is a sign of our 

continued faithfulness to this church. 

 

Collections for May & June as of June 23. 

Flow through Items- Income 

Property Fund- $4,238.00- YTD $28,213.00 

Pastor’s Designated Fund- $1400.00 

Monthly Mission Giving 

Church World Service- $462.00 

KIVA- $30.00- piggy bank 

Loaves & Fishes- $78.00 

Flow through Expense 

Missions- 

KIVA -$25.00 

Restricted Funds Disbursal 

Pastor’s Designated Fund – $1,317.22 

Property Fund- $7,618.79 Total YTD- $26,507.99 

Parking Lot- $2900.00- remainder of the ladies aid donation from 

2012.  This went for the resealing and painting of the parking lot. 

 

 
Missions  (submitted by Linda Longueuil) 
 

Kiva 

We were able to make a 16
th

 KIVA loan during June.  The 

borrower is Agusta from Timor-Leste.  Agusta sells gasoline from a 

roadside stand and wants to purchase more gas to sell.  We are able to 

make these ongoing loans as previous borrowers continue to repay 

their loans.  Two more of our borrowers have repaid their loans in full.  

Gouton from Benin and Vanthy from Cambodia have finished 

repaying their loans.  Please see the Missions bulletin board or the 

KIVA book to view the latest information. 
 

Food-Share   

The Congregational Church of 

Somersville and Somers 

Congregational Church , sponsor a 

perishable food stop every other Wednesday from 1:15-1:45; dates in 

July 3, 17 and 31; August dates are the 14
th

 and 28
th
. Distribution takes 

place in the parking lot of Somers Congregational Church .  

 



 

Prayer Shawl Ministry (submitted by Lois Sharpless) 

      The prayer shawl knitters will not meet this summer, but I 

encourage all  our faithful knitters to continue praying and knitting!  

 

Property Update (submitted by Rich Carey) 

 

 Each month we move forward with new accomplishments and 

more maintenance to worry us. Our social hall is coming to its 

final work. We were fortunate to be able to host two dinners 

already and this month the chicken barbecue will be a real treat.  

 

Spring clean up took on tasks of putting in the air conditioners in 

the office and library, taking off storm windows, lowering screens, 

flower planting, etc and was done by the usual volunteers. Thank 

you so much. 

 

 Looking ahead in the next few months we have following jobs 

to perform: 

o finish the social hall 

o remove storage and return the Christian education classroom 

to its proper use 

o schedule bell tower maintenance 

o finish the paining of lines in parking areas 

o address the back stairs repair 

o set a schedule for grass cutting volunteers 

 

As we all know and notice, 

there are, and will continue to 

be,  ongoing repair issues. 

Your property committee 

cannot do it all. Your 

continued interest and any help 

will be greatly appreciated. Always feel free to mention to me any 

issues or ideas you might have. A written note would be appreciated. 

 

Historian’s Corner – Who Are We?  (submitted by Johanna Karbonic) 

 

This couple came from two very different worlds.   She was from 

Plainfield, Connecticut where she was brought up in a 1767 large farm 

house called the Exley House. (This is her maiden name.)  Five 

generations of Exleys have lived in this house.  She attended the 

Congregational Church of Plainfield.  He was born in Somersville.   

Because of family circumstances, he became a foster child and lived in 

other towns – finally returning to live as a foster child in Somersville.  

He attended the churches his foster families belonged to - 

Congregational, Baptist, and Methodist churches.  In 1950 he joined 

the Congregational Church of Somersville. At that time the church had 

a small congregation and everyone had their special seat that they sat 

in each Sunday.  Because living as a foster child was not ideal, he 

joined the Navy when he turned 18 and was mainly stationed in 

California.   After four years of submarine duty, he returned to 

Connecticut.   

A mutual friend fixed them up.  To this 

day she jokingly says – she doesn’t 

know if it was  

the power blue convertible that she fell 

in love with or our mystery man.  They 

were married in 1960 in the 

Congregational Church of Plainfield 

and are now going on 53 years of 

marriage.  They have three sons and 

grandchildren.   She joined the 

Congregational Church of Somersville 

in 1961; but because of family, 

working, and visiting her mother in a 

nursing home every Sunday she didn’t 

have time to attend church.  Luckily for 

us, they are now very, very active 

members.   

 What keeps them coming to the church now are the people 

they have met in the church and the friendships they have established.  

They like “the family atmosphere.” 

 What do you like about the church – your favorite part of 

church - He said listening to Graham.  She said knowing that she is 

helping others.  

 Your fondest memories of church – he says the association 

with friendly people. 

She says the day Mavis brought back the clean dish towels with Jack’s 

underwear in between the towels.   

 What they would like to see different in the church is more 

people in the congregation and more people that will step up to 

volunteer.   



 

 The people that they would like to honor are “the people that 

came out of the woodwork to put in the new woodwork in the social 

hall.”  (All the many people that worked to fix the many problems in 

the social room and make it the beautiful room that it is now.)   

 This quiet couple works so hard and does so many things to 

make our church a better place, (cleaning, repairing, cooking, baking, 

mowing/raking the lawn, etc.) all without any fanfare or special 

recognition.  We are truly blessed to have them as members of our 

church.    
 

Ladies Aide Society (submitted by Ardie Carey) 
 

   We had a great turnout and enjoyed lots of delicious food 

for our June picnic which, because of rainy weather, was held in our 

new church social room rather than at the Carey home.  Many thanks 

to all of you who brought such yummy foods to share.  Also a special 

thanks to, Chef Rich who grilled all the chicken! 

 

     A short meeting followed and we agreed to have our 

September 10th luncheon at Sofia's Restaurant  in East Windsor, Ct.  

We will meet at the church at 11:45 and then car pool to Sofia's. Please 

let me  know if you are planning on going so we will have a head 

count for reservations.   

 

REMINDER:  There will be no Ladies Aide Meetings for the months 

of July and August but will look forward to seeing all of you again for 

our September gathering. 

 

   Used Clothing Sale 

  The used clothing sale on August 

10th will be held in the church social room 

from 9:00 AM. to 1:00 PM.  If you have any 

gently used clothing (men's, women's, and 

children's) that you would like to donate, please bring it to the church 

between July 14 and August 4  so we will have time to price it and 

prepare it for the sale.  Any questions, please talk to Linda Longueuil. 

 

Soup-a-thon 

    Plans are in the works to have a "SOUPATHON" 

for a date in the fall (date to be announced).  This is a 

free fun event for those who want to participate and 

bring a large crock of their favorite soup to share with others.  Once 

we have set a date for this event, please contact Johanna Karbonic if 

you would like to join in.  You can join us and partake even if you are 

not up to making a crock of soup.   

 

Fundraising Suppers  (submitted by Ruth Bruch) 

 

 Our 25
th
 fundraising strawberry supper was a huge success 

thanks to the hard work and contributions of many!  As we often state, 

“Many hands make light work” and we did have many hands working 

the evening of this dinner.  A good number of you offered to bake 

bread, help make potato salad, hulled and cut berries, 

waited on tables, worked in the kitchen and more of 

you picked or donated berries.  Admittedly, the 

weather worried a few of us the week prior to the 

supper and wondered if we would ever be able to get 

out and pick berries – it was so rainy.  Rich and Ardie made it out one 

morning in between showers; Millie, Johanna, Wendy and I picked on 

Friday after the potato salad was made. Chuck &Laura and Edgardo & 

Susan  donated a few flats of berries and Don Karbonic very 

generously donated 8 flats of pre-picked berries.   
 

 Our diners loved the meal and continuously remarked on the 

appearance of the social hall!!  By the end of the evening  (and after 

selling some remaining ham on Sunday morning) we took in $2949.00. 

While this number is impressive, it’s not the most we’ve taken in for a 

supper – it is, however, the most we’ve collected for a $12 dinner (the 

sale of some homemade strawberry breads and quarts of berries is 

included in this total). Our shrimp dinner in 2012 brought us the most 

income (at $15 per plate) and our gross income for our turkey supper 

last year was $2914.    You are all to be commended for continuing to 

give of your time, talent and treasure as we, the members and friends 

of this church, serve God and the greater community.  Thank you for 

your support!! 

 

 Chicken Barbecue on July 13 

 Next up is our chicken barbecue to be held on July 13. Patrick 

Forbes already has the marinade and is 

ready to don his chef’s hat, with capable 

assistance, as the men grill about 200 

chicken halves.  The grilling is done off-

site – in Nick Wood’s yard.  



 

 

 Because of the growing season, I’m not completely sure what 

the full menu will be, but we’re hopeful that we’ll be able to get some 

corn on the cob or summer squash and native cucumbers and tomatoes 

– even if they’re hot house. We’ll also serve baked beans, potato salad, 

homemade blueberry breads and blueberry crisp (recipes for the breads 

and crisp are posted on the bulletin board outside the church office).  

At this point I’m asking for monetary donations for the potatoes, 

beans, tomatoes, cukes, and corn.  Also on the sign up sheet for 

supplies needed for the supper are: 

 help to set up the dining room on Saturday morning 

 kitchen help during the dinner 

 people to wait on tables 

 help making the potato salad on Friday morning at church 

 12 loaves blueberry bread or blueberry cornbread 

 8 pounds of butter 

 dishwashers 

 14 pans of blueberry crisp 

 a few people to work the take out room 
 

The Missions committee is seeking your support as well – they 

will be offering a bake sale during the supper, so please bake. A 

few folks are also needed to work that area. 

 

August is one of the months we opted not to hold a dinner. The next 

scheduled fundraising dinner will be September 14. 

 

 

A Message from the New Conference Minister, Kent Siladi 

       "Be alert, be present. I'm about to do something brand-new. 
    It's bursting out! Don't you see it?"  Isaiah 43:19 (The Message) 
 

Sunday is my first day as your new Conference Minister.  Looking 
ahead, it reminds me of all those "first days" that have happened in 
my life.  I remember vividly the first day of school and the obligatory 
pictures of the new lunchbox and new school clothes.  Other "first 
days" followed:  the first day on a job, the first day of college and 
seminary, the first day as a husband, the first day as a pastor, the first 
day as a father, the first day as a Conference Minister.  First days 
often are memorable marking the beginning of something brand new. 
 

So this is one of those occasions. It is my honor and privilege to share 
leadership with you in these exciting and challenging times.  We are 
inheritors of a rich and storied tradition that dates back to 1798.  Our 
forebears in the faith cared deeply about sharing the Gospel of Jesus 
Christ and they had a passion for making the faith known to the far 
reaches of their world (you know faraway places like Vermont and 
Ohio of all places!). We stand on the shoulders of those who have 
gone before us who had a deep desire to make a difference through 
sharing God's love and concern for the world in which they lived.  I am 
keenly aware of those saints who have kept the faith so that we might 
do the same in our time.   
 

Our time is now.  We are stewards of the local churches where God 
has called us to serve.  We are stewards of the Connecticut 
Conference, which exists to call us together and to engage in mission 
and ministry in our time.  We are stewards of the United Church of 
Christ, which exists to live out the core values of extravagant 
welcome, transforming lives and boldly proclaiming that we are 
followers of a Still Speaking God.  We are called to make a sustainable 
difference in the communities of Connecticut where we make our 
homes.  We are called by God to share God's love with all whom we 
meet and to love our neighbors in radical and extravagant ways.  We 
are called to work for justice.   
 

As I begin my ministry among you I bring a sense of urgency about 
where we need to go together.  The times in which we live call for a 
new way of being the church and a new way of sharing the 
Gospel.  It's an amazing time to be a part of the church.  These are 
times that call for adaptability and experimentation.  We need to 
learn new ways of being the church, new ways of living and acting 
differently.  One of my favorite words these days is "kaizen".  It is a 
Japanese principle that builds learning into a system.  It is about 
continual improvement, of making changes for the better.  One way 
we do this is by asking questions.  Here are some of my questions as I 
begin my first day among you: 
 

         What ministries in this Conference are equipping life and making 
a difference? 
 

         What is missing in the Conference's life that if it were present 



 

today would make a difference? 
 

         Who is not present in our churches/Conference?  Do we care?   
 

         How do we become relevant to generations absent in too many 
of our churches? 
 

         Is the love of Jesus evident in our midst? 
 

What if the "driver" for our life together was not one filled with 
anxiety over diminished resources or even worse apathy, but rather a 
commitment to using the resources we do have and set about 
aligning them with God's priorities?  Let us not fall into the trap of 
working on the church, the Conference, the UCC like it's "broken".  Let 
us work on it like we need to introduce something new into our life 
together.  I do believe that God is doing something new in our time 
and it requires us to pray for God's Spirit to continue to be revealed 
among us and to allow God's leading to take us to places we never 
imagined that we would or could go! 
 

I look forward to discovering the ways in which God will bring us 
together in the days, months and years to come.  I invite your prayers 
for my ministry and I will hold you in my prayers.  God's deepest and 
richest blessings be with us as we embark on this journey together. 
 

In faith,  Kent 
 
About our Members and Friends 

 

Summer Celebrations  

 Happy birthday wishes during  July and August are sent  to:  

Gladys Atkinson, Gen Farnham, Nancy Pease, 

Matthew Pinney, Diance Farnham, Harry 

Bergstrom, Lois Sharpless, Serena Robidoux, 

Abigail Tishon. Also, Graham Van Keuren, Joan 

Lange, Bryan Wood, Mareesa Forbes, Maria 

Ceppetelli, Donna Pendleton, Madison Petkis  
 

 Those celebrating anniversaries this summer include  Don & 

Johanna Karbonic, Chris & Jody Renshaw, Bill & Nancy VanKeuren, 

Ray & Jean Foster, Bill Moran & Ulysses Orduz. 

 If there are others who are celebrating of whom we are not 

aware, we wish you a wonderful day as well. 

 

Historian’s Corner Answer 

Who Are We?   

 
We are Everett &Millie Morrill  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Congregational Church of Somersville 
 

Vision Statement 

We will be a faith-based church welcoming diversity, empowering the 

individual, growing in faith and doing God’s work in the global community in 

unity and love. 
 

Behavioral Covenant 

¶ We will follow a process that includes unconditional listening and 

time to collect thought, enabling all individuals to comfortably 

express their opinions. 

¶ Our actions and demeanor will support and empower all participants 

¶ All opinions will be welcomed, reflectively considered and 

respected. 

¶ Opinions will be expressed with humility, self-control, gentleness, 

and kindness. 

¶ We will look for common ground as we search for consensus, and 

we will respect that consensus. 

¶ We will affirm by our works and actions our common goal to serve 

God.



 

 



 

 



 

 


