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 Blacksmith Shoppe 

The Blacksmith Shoppe opened its doors for another season on 

Saturday, May 2. The Shoppe will be open each Saturday during May 

and June from 10 AM ï 3PM.  Donations of new and gently used 

items are always welcomeï speak with  Yvonne Wood to arrange drop 

off.  Baked goods are always in demand, so 

please, bake and donate!!  
 

After Barbara Abbe and Marge 

Morgan retired their positions, Yvonne 

Wood has stepped up to serve as coordinator and will be assisted 

primarily by Marilyn Hare, Sue Wavada and Ardie Carey. These four 

women will need assistance each Saturday so anyone willing and 

interested in helping out at the Shoppe on a Saturday is asked to sign 

up in the social room; a number of  two 3¼  hour shifts (9-12:15 and 

12:15-3:30)  are open   
 

Even though the Ladies Aide operates the Shoppe, funds 

earned benefit the whole church.   
 

 

Help Wanted 

Property is looking for individuals to take turns mowing the 

Congregational Green. The church has a riding 

mower, but we prefer that folks with heavy 

duty equipment would bring theirs.  If you love 

the look of the Congregational Green and 

appreciate that we have this open space, please 

call or email Wayne Hare  or Rich Carey. Over the next couple of 

weeks, weôd  like to put together a schedule of mowers to share the 

responsibility for keeping the Green looking its best. 
 

    Volunteers are also needed to mow the grass at the Blacksmith 

Shoppe.  Take note on the calendar that Spring Clean Up of the church 

grounds will take place on Saturday, May 16. Many hands make light 

work! 
 

From the Pastor 
 

Friends in Christ, 
 

Many of you will remember last yearôs Church Assessment Tool 2015 

survey (ñthe CAT Scanò) and the conversations that grew from it.  

Through the analysis of the survey data, we determined that 

¶ we are interested in putting more energy into reaching out with 

a warm welcome to our surrounding community,  

¶ we are interested in investing in the enjoyment of our music 

programs both in the worship and outside of it,  

¶ we want to put energy into Christian education and spiritual 

formation, and  

¶ we want to increase intergenerational bonds, among other 

areas.  
 

A group of volunteers (the CAT Scan Group) has been working since 

then to plan events, activities and programs that bring us toward our 

goals.  Hopefully you have had the opportunity to participate in some 

of them over the last few months.    
 

Another such event is coming up soon.  I invite you 

to join us as we host a cabaret dinner and a show on 

Friday, May 29th at 6 p.m.  The menu features entrée 

choices of baked ham, lasagna or roast turkey along 

with a choice of starters, desserts and beverage.  The 

eveningôs musical performers are Judy Handler and 

Mark Levesque, whom music critic Owen McNally 

of the Hartford Courant has described as ña perfect musical marriage.  

A rich, zesty guitar gumbo... [with] tasty elements of classical, swing, 

Gypsy, Brazilian and a dizzying array of world-music flavorings.ò   
 

Help will be needed to donate goods and to volunteer time and energy.  

Please check the ñOpportunitiesò bulletin board in the social hall to see 

how you might help.  But we also want to use this opportunity to 

introduce people to our fellowship.  So why not invite some friends, 

family or neighbors to join you for the dinner and concert?  If each 

attending church member brought a guest, weôd have numerous 

opportunities to make a good impression on first-time visitors. 
 

Tickets for the dinner and show are $20 all-inclusive and all net 

proceeds benefit the ministries of the congregation.  Reservations may 

be made now by calling the church office at 860-749-7741 or emailing 

somcong@aol.com. 

 



 

Thank you very much for all the ways you support our ministry, 
 

Graham Van Keuren 
 

  
 

Thanks to .. 
   

  .. all who served as greeters, ushers, and readers  in April. 

  .. Marj Butler for making and sharing the beautiful and tasty Easter 

cookies. 

  .. those who contributed to the success of the roast beef supper in 

April.  

  .. everyone who contributed to the 2nd Mile Mission 

collection for Loaves and Fishes. 

  .. all who donated money or items that helped to put  

together hygiene kits! 
 
 

Christian Education   (submitted by Pastor Graham and Sue Wavada) 
 

Interested in Church Membership?  
Would you like to learn more about what it means to be  

member of the Congregational Church of Somersville (UCC)?  If so, 

please let Graham know a.s.a.p. so that he can speak with you directly, 

share more information about what membership means, address any 

concerns and answer you questions.  No matter who you are, or where 

you are on life's journey, you're welcome here! 
 

Wednesday Bible Study   

This group continues to meet Wednesday mornings from 9:30-

11:15 AM. All are welcome to attend.  
 

Heifer International Birthday Bash     
Come celebrate Heifer's 71st birthday on Saturday, May 

16th.  Held at the Heifer Farm in Rutland, Massachusetts, this free 

event features refreshments, tours, music, animals and lots of fun 

activities for all ages.  All members and friends of the church are 

invited to meet at noon on 5/16 and drive up together.  Please r.s.v.p. 

to Graham by May 14th with the number in your party interested in 

attending so that he can work out carpooling arrangements.  The Heifer 

Farm is a great place to learn hands-on about the great work our 

mission partner does around the world.  Please join us for the fun.   
 

 
 

Looking Ahead 

Childrenôs Sunday worship will be June 7th ï come to worship 

and show your support for the future of 

our church.  Our all church annual picnic 

will follow that service; the picnic will be 

held at Connors Place ï the park on Field 

Road in Somers. 
 

Silver Lake 

 Silver Lake Camp and Conference Center is now accepting 

reservations for its 2015 summer camps. All kids going into grades 4 

and up are invited to spend a week or two in the great outdoors 

learning to love God, love their neighbor, and love themselves. The 

cost is probably one of the best deals in summer camps youôll find. In 

addition, the church will kick in half the cost for any of our kids.  Itôs 

both a great place and a great deal! Check out the different options 

available to your kids by logging on to: www.silverlakect.org/register   

 

  

http://www.silverlakect.org/register


 

Opportunities in May 
 

                 Greeters             Ushers     Acolyte          Reader            Fellowship  

            Host 
 

05/03 Carol W.        Patrick F.           Dave P.             

 

05/10 Carol W.        Patrick F.           Angela C. Ed & Lois S.       
. 

05/17 Carol W.        Patrick F.           Yvonne W.  Jack & Mavis C           

.       

05/24 Carol W.        Patrick F.           Mavis C.       Tom & Elaine H 
 

05/31 Carol W.        Patrick F.           Johanna K. 

 

Report of the Treasurer   (submitted by Angela Ceppetelli) 

 

 

    

Stewardship  (submitted by Gen Farnham) 

 

Each and every one of us is blessed just to worship in this 

place, the Congregational Church of Somersville located here in the 

village of Somersville, Ct.  We, your Stewardship Committee, invite 

each and every one of you to pass that blessing along as you consider 

how you will financially support our worship place for the coming 

year. 
 

The culmination of our annual stewardship campaign is 

Pentecost Sunday.  This year, Pentecost Sunday will be celebrated on 

May 24, a little less than a month 

away. Note that we as a 

congregation  approved a budget 

expecting pledges of $91,500.00 

at our annual budget meeting in 

December. We would also like to celebrate the fact that we have met 

that goal on Pentecost Sunday. 
 

As you prayerfully consider your financial support of Christôs 

ministry in the coming year, we carry forth God's mission.  We 

increase and multiply.  Thank you for your pledges and for all the 

ways you support the ministry of Jesus Christ. 
 

(If you did not receive a pledge card or need another, please contact 

the church office or pick one up in Wood Chapel.) 

 

Congregational Meeting Summary 
 

 For those of you who did not attend the congregational 

meeting on April 19, we discussed and voted on replacing 1) the 

furnace that heats the sanctuary and 2) the ramp in front of the church 

and the sidewalk leading to the kitchen.  Pastor Graham explained that  

we would borrow money from our endowment to do the work as soon 

as possible but that Stewardship would wait until fall to have a 

campaign to replenish the endowment.  Work would be completed by 

the time the capital campaign starts.  

 

 

 Motions were made that the Congregational Church of 

Somersville contract with Somers Oil to replace the current sanctuary 

heating system with a new one at a cost of $7,200 and that we contract 

with Chuck Davis to replace the top deck of the front wheelchair ramp, 

replace the rear sidewalk leading to the kitchen, and add a 70 square 



 

foot pad adjacent to the rear sidewalk at a cost of $5,300.00. 

Furthermore, the Trustees requested $500 to replace the railing on the 

front wheelchair ramp.  Motions were also made that we borrow from 

our endowment whatever funds are needed, that are not already 

contributed toward the work.  And, that we initiate a capital campaign 

in the autumn of 2015 in order to fully repay our endowment the 

monies withdrawn for the work completed.  All 

motions were carried. 
 

  At the time of our meeting $3,000 had been 

received as gifts for the projects; since April 19, 

another $4,500 has been pledged.  Keep in mind 

you donôt need to wait until the capital campaign 

to make a gift or pledge. Any and all donations will be greatly 

appreciated. 

 

Missions  (submitted by Susan Abello) 
 

2nd Mile Missions 

This month we will be raising funds for Church World 

Services Blankets +   

This is a program that responds to 

communities in need after a natural disaster and 

offers on-going support for impoverished families 

as they struggle to find ways to make their lives 

better. CWS Blankets+ is not just about blankets. 

Their goal is to provide the following: 

Á Blankets, tents, food and other emergency supplies in the wake of 

a disaster 

Á Tools and seeds for refugees returning home to replant their fields 

Á Wells for families living in drought prone areas to provide clean, 

safe water to drink and to irrigate crops and gardens 

Á Literacy training and microcredit for women struggling to realize 

their potential 
 

 Please help us bring hope to families around the world and in the U.S. 

by contributing to the Church World Services, Blankets+ 

Program.  Thank you! 

 

 
 

 

 

 In Appreciation 

Thanks to everyone who participated in the Easter Bake Sale. 

If you purchased baked goods or donated them for sale, your efforts 

were greatly appreciated by the Missions committee. We were very 

blessed to have so many beautifully decorated treats and flowers for 

our sale. The morning was a great success.  

 

            Is a Trip  to Zimbabwe in Your Future?  

Would anyone like to go to Zimbabwe to represent The 

Congregational Church of Somersville? The Donkwe-Donkwe church, 

our sister church in Zimbabwe, has extended an 

invitation to any member of our parish who 

would like to attend the commissioning 

ceremony of the grinding mill. Yes, they are 

able to purchase the grinding mill and we 

helped! The ceremony will take place in either 

July of this year or at an undetermined date in 

2016.  

  

Kiva Update  (submitted by Linda Longueuil) 

In April, we made our 48th loan.  The loan went to Samat in 

Kyrgyzstan.  Samat  will use his loan to purchase clover seed.  He 

owns three cows and 2 sheep and hopes to increase his farming 

business.  Please  read his story in the KIVA notebook or on the 

bulletin board. 

 

In April, Thoa's Group completed repaying her loan.  Her story 

is available in the KIVA notebook. 

 

We made our first loan in February 2014 and since then have 

made 48 loans to help improve the lives of others across the world.  

Our initial investment of $1235 has produced loans totaling $6975 in 

43 countries of the 85 that KIVA services.  Of the 48 loans,  only one 

has defaulted  but 5 have experienced losses due to currency exchange 

rates.  Overall, the people receiving our loans have faithfully repaid us.  

It is heartwarming to see our borrowers succeed in their endeavors on a 

regular basis and that our contributions are being put to good use. 
 

 

 
 

 

 



 

 Card Sale  (submitted by Pastor Graham) 

 Join us May 3 and 10 immediately after worship in Wood 

Chapel to buy Motherôs Day, Fatherôs Day and blank cards. All 

proceeds benefit our monthly Church World Service extra mile 

mission partner. Your participation not only benefits our mission 

partner, you also get to share beautiful sentiments with those for whom 

you care.  Join in and spread the love! 
 

Food-Share   

The Food-share truck will be in the 

parking lot of Somers Congregational 

Church on Wednesday, May 6 and 20 

from 1 ï 1:30.  Anyone willing to assist with the distribution should 

speak with Marge Morgan. 
 

Prayer Shawl Ministry (submitted by Lois Sharpless) 

       Anyone who has an interest in knitting or 

crocheting is welcome to take part in this ministryé 

you donôt have to be an expert ï novices are welcome. 

We will not knit together as a group for another month, 

but please continue to work on your own. 

 

Ladies Aide Society    (submitted by Linda Longueil) 

  

Hostesses for our April meeting were Marge Morgan and 

Barbara Abbe who provided many delicious treats.    After our 

business meeting, the ladies assembled 250 hygiene kits which were 

delivered to a Church World Service depot in Meriden on April 24 for 

transport to the warehouse in Maryland.  Once again, thanks to all who 

contributed to this project.  The recent earthquake in Nepal reminds us 

how much these kits are needed in times of disasters. 
 

All  women of the church are welcome to attend the Ladies 

Aide meeting in the social room on Tuesday, May 12 at noon.  We will 

have our annual pizza luncheon followed by a short 

business meeting.  Our hostess will be Donna 

Pendleton.  After lunch and a short business 

meeting, the ladies will be assembling May baskets 

to be delivered to shut-ins in the local community as 

well as those in our church family who are facing 

challenges.   Please join us for pizza from Lulu's, 

help assemble baskets, and maybe even deliver a couple of them.  It is 

heart-warming to see a smile on the face of a shut-in who is surprised 

with a basket and a little conversation. 

Fundraising Suppers  (submitted by Ruth Bruch) 

 

 Chicken Parmesan 

 On May 9 we will be trying something new as we prepare 

chicken parmesan with ziti. Dinner also includes salad, homemade 

rolls and Italian bread, beverage, spumoni and cookies. Cost is $12 for 

adults and $5 for children ages 5-10. Be sure to reserve a seat in the 

dining room for either the 5 or 6:15 sitting - or for a take out order.   
 

 There are many opportunities to 

contribute to and assist at this meal.  Ingredients 

still needed include: 

Á 6 lb. butter 

Á 15 boxes ziti noodles 

Á 4 gal. homemade, store-bought or 

restaurant donated pasta sauce 

Á 10 dozen homemade cookies ï any kind 

Á Help Friday morning (May 8) with initial chicken prep. 

Á Kitchen help and dishwashers 

Á Dish up salad and dessert 

Á Clean up assistance 

Remember, anyone is welcome to lend a hand at any dinner ï if you 

even have an inkling of an idea that youôd like to see how it works, 

sign up in the social room 

 

 Roast Beef Recap 

 Our roast beef dinner on April 11 was a great success and I 

thank all who contributed to and assisted at the meal ï especially Nick 

Wood, who had to work hard on his birthday!  Nick, once again, did a 

great job flavoring the beef and cooking it to perfection!  But, Nick 

wasnôt the only one who worked hard this month; we had a skeleton 

crew working in the kitchen and we were done for by the end of the 

event!  . 

 

   We used 110 pounds of potatoes to make twice baked 

potatoes; and 20 dozen ears of corn that had been taken off the cobs 

this past summer and frozen by Jack and Ruth.  By the end of the 

evening we had served 211 meals and there was just enough meat left 

for the volunteers.  It was a delicious meal! We took in $2536 during 

the evening and spent $414.00 

 

 

 

http://fdshr.convio.net/site/PageServer?pagename=index


 

 Cabaret Dinner/Music Details 

 Although thereôs no listing for it on the sign up sheet, nor in 

Grahamôs message, weôre looking to borrow round tables (that can seat 

up to 6) or 6ô rectangular tables for the Cabaret dinner.  It would also 

be great if someone has some linen tablecloths to fit the tables, too. We 

would need them Friday morning for set up. If anyone is interested in 

ñdecoratingò the dining hall, please sign up in the social room. 

 

 As far as the meal is concerned, servers will ñtake ordersò 

from the diners, bring the orders to the 

kitchen where the plates will be filled 

and then delivered to the dining area 

(just like a restaurant). As Graham 

mentioned, diners will have options for 

appetizer, entrée and dessert.  Those 

options are: 

Appetizer 

fresh fruit cup  

tossed salad  

Entrée 

  baked ham with hash brown casserole and mixed veg 

  lasagna 

  turkey with stuffing, mashed potato, gravy, cranberry  

sauce & squash 

Dessert 

  carrot cake 

  chocolate torte 

  cream puff 

bread and rolls and beverages are also included 

 
 
άtǊƛŜǎǘ ŦƻǊ ŀ 5ŀȅέ Lǎ ŀ ²ƛǎƘ ¢Ƙŀǘ /ŀƳŜ ¢ǊǳŜ 
        By Stephen Kempf     Religion News Service     April 8, 2015 
 

Make-A-Wish requests often involve meeting athletes, attending 
sporting events or traveling to amusement parks or beaches. 
 

When it came time for 11-year-old cancer patient Brett Haubrich of 
south St. Louis County to make his wish, he not only listed none of 
those things but had no request at all. 
 

"He didn't want anything," explained his mother, Eileen. "They had to 
keep asking him, 'What would you like to do? Do you want to meet 
anybody? What do you want to be when you grow up?'" 
 

The answer to the last question became part of his wish — what 
Make-A-Wish calls "wish enhancement" to complement the main 
wish. The sixth-grader at St. Mark School wants to be a priest, a 
doctor or an engineer, in that order. 
 

Priest was No. 1 
 

"I said, 'I really want to be a priest,'" he said. 
 

So, on Holy Thursday, at the invitation of Archbishop Robert J. 
Carlson, Brett took his place beside the altar at Cathedral Basilica of 
St. Louis as "Priest For a Day." 
 

Brett served not one but two Masses — the Chrism Mass and the 
evening Mass of the Lord's Supper — and held the book for 
Archbishop Carlson for prayers after the homilies. At the evening 
Mass, he was with 11 seminarians having their feet washed by 
Archbishop Carlson, and his parents brought up the gifts of bread and 
wine. 
 

He also joined Archbishop Carlson for two meals; a luncheon with 
archdiocesan priests and deacons after the Chrism Mass and a dinner 
with seminarians at the archbishop's residence before the evening 
Mass. 
 

Best of all, he wore a collar provided by a seminarian from Kenrick-
Glennon. 
 

As for his favorite part of the entire day, Brett was unequivocal in his 
answer. 
 

"The whole thing," he said as he waited for his dad, Conrad, near the 
Cathedral Basilica sanctuary with his mom and older sister Olivia after 
the Chrism Mass. "It was really neat for them to let me do this stuff." 
 

And cool, too — a term he used often in describing the day. 
 

"Just a really cool experience," he said. 
 

His actual wish is cool, too. 
 

"Eating mangoes on a beach," his mother said. 
 



 

That trip will come later. His interim "priest-for-a-day" request didn't 
surprise his family. 
 

"For years, he has loved the Mass and been religious," said Eileen 
Haubrich, a graduate of Notre Dame High School. "He has such a good 
heart. He's a very caring boy." 
 

The second of Eileen and Conrad's four children and oldest of two 
sons, Brett has served at his school church and at his parish, St. 
Martin of Tours, which is visible from the back door of his house only 
a short walk away. 
 

He digs the smell of incense burning in the thurible, enjoys confession 
and likes "communion, and the songs, too." 
 

Communion — the Eucharist, the living presence of Jesus Christ — 
stands out. 
 

"I like receiving the Body and the Blood," he said, simply 
 

Brett and his family told several priests about his request, and they 
offered several options – like shadowing one, spending the night at a 
rectory with his dad or serving a Saturday morning Mass at the New 
Cathedral. 
 

The latter request was made of Father Nick Smith, the Master of 
Ceremonies at the Cathedral Basilica. His initial response was "no 
way," followed quickly by "we can do way better than that." 
 

Sure enough, they did. 
 

"I said, 'Why don't we have him come down for Holy Thursday? He 
can serve the Chrism Mass — it's a Mass for priests — and that night 
mass is always about the Eucharist,'" Father Smith said, repeating the 
two main aspects of the Masses that fit Brett. "Priests and Eucharist." 
 

Archbishop Carlson also played a big role. During the initial phone call 
about Brett's request, he actually was with Father Smith in the 
Cathedral sacristy getting ready for his Lenten reflection 
 

"It just so happened he was standing right next to me," said Father 
Smith, who described Archbishop Carlson as "very excited. He was 
throwing out ideas right and left, 'Let's do this, let's do that.'" 
 

Archbishop Carlson came up with ideas of the seminarians dinner and 
of the foot washing. 
 

"He said, 'Put him in there; we'll wash his foot,'" Father Smith said, 
with a laugh. "Before you knew it, it turned into a whole day." 
 

Father Smith prepared an itinerary and delivered it in person along 
with a letter signed by Archbishop Carlson asking for Brett's help at 
the Masses. 
 

"I handed it to him, and when he got to the first line, 'I'm making you 
a priest for a day,' his eyes got as big as half-dollars," Father Smith 
said. 
 

Brett admitted to being a little nervous heading into Holy Thursday, 
but the events went off like clockwork. Wearing the collar, Brett 
processed down the center aisle at the New Cathedral with priests, 
deacons and seminarians at the Chrism Mass — at which Archbishop 
Carlson blessed the oils to be used throughout the archdiocese for 
sacraments for the next year — and took his spot near the altar. 
 

He performed flawlessly. 
 

"He did very well," Archbishop Carlson said.  
 

About our Members and Friends 
 

May Celebrations  

 Happy birthday wishes this month are sent to  

Everett Morrill, Johanna Karbonic, Marge Morgan, 

Patrick Forbes, Wayne Hare, Jack Collins, Ray Foster, 

Renee Blondin, Teddy Flynn, Bill Moran, Chayse 

Crease, Doreen Netten. 
 

 Those celebrating anniversaries this month include Vic & 

Doreen Netten, Jack & Ruth Bruch, Tom & Donna Gelineau, Tom & 

Elaine Hancock and Aidan Pinney & Jess Cannon. 
 

 If there are others who are celebrating this month of whom we 

are not aware, we wish you a wonderful day as well. 

 

Graduates?? 

Itôs that time of year when graduations happen.    If you or a 

relative are graduating from any school or achieving a special award in 

the next few months, please share that information with us in the 

church office so it can be shared with the church family.  Please submit 

the name of graduate, to whom and how related, from where and when 

the student is graduating, and what the graduate is planning to do next. 



 

 

In Sympathy 

Our condolences to the family and friends of former member, 

Harry Bergstrom, who passed away April 14. Memorial donations may 

be made to the Congregational Church of Somersville ï Music 

Committee. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Vision Statement 

We will be a faith-based church welcoming diversity, empowering the 

individual, growing in faith and doing Godôs work in the global community in 

unity and love. 
 

Behavioral Covenant 

¶ We will follow a process that includes unconditional listening and 

time to collect thought, enabling all individuals to comfortably 

express their opinions. 

¶ Our actions and demeanor will support and empower all participants 

¶ All opinions will be welcomed, reflectively considered and 

respected. 

¶ Opinions will be expressed with humility, self-control, gentleness, 

and kindness. 

¶ We will look for common ground as we search for consensus, and 

we will respect that consensus. 

¶ We will affirm by our works and actions our common goal to serve 

God. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 
 


