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We are thrilled that Ye Olde Blacksmith Shoppe will be re-opening
soon [hopefully, Sept. 12]; hours will be 9AM — 3 PM. Help would be
appreciated by 8:30 AM on Saturdays to help set items out on the lawn
for display and again at 3 PM to return unsold items into the Shoppe.
Help is also needed each Saturday for two different shifts (8:30-12 and
12-3:30). Marilyn will be on hand in the morning to help set things out
and Yvonne will be available in the afternoon to move unsold
merchandise back into the Shoppe.

A sign up sheet is posted in the social room. We’re always grateful for
donations of new or gently used items — please speak with Yvonne
Wood or Marilyn Hare to arrange drop off. Baked goods are always a
big sell — please continue to contribute baked goods.

From the Pastor
Dear Sisters and Brothers in Christ,

September 13" is our Rally Day kickoff of our new program year,
including the resumption of Sunday school and choir. Since the
potluck luncheon over summer was a lot of fun (and delicious), let’s
mark the new program year with another potluck
luncheon. The church will provide beverages,
bread and rolls, butter, plates and silverware. You
all are invited to bring the other dishes. We’ll also
have on hand some games for folks to play for
those who would like to continue the fun after their
meal. (Remember that the potluck will take place after the church
service on September 13™ so we’ll have to manage how warm food
stays warm and cold food stays cold. You might want to come to
church a bit early to make arrangements.)

Since the 13" of September is Rally Day, it’s also the start of our
2015-2016 Sunday school year. Please bring your kids; they’ll have a
great time as part of our Sunday school program and as the weeks go
by they will grow more and more in the image and likeness of Christ.
Those who have been involved in Sunday school before should have
received a simple registration form. Please fill it out and bring it to
church with you on the first day. If you didn’t receive one or forgot to
bring it, more will be available in Wood Chapel. If you have an
interest in being a Sunday school teacher, please speak with Sarah
Flynn from the Board of Christian Education for more information.

September 13™ is also the start of new choir
season. There is room in the choir loft for New
those of any and all abilities! Please speak ’%\'ﬁ:‘i e< ﬁy N
with Jason Stefanik, our choir director, and Ch' iy o
. . . oir Members
he’ll make sure to include you in our music- Welcome!
making. We hope to preview this fall a new choral piece
commissioned for our church and composed by our very own Mark
Ceppetelli. Stay tuned for more info on that exciting development!
Also on September 13" we will have a video producer and
videographer from the public relations firm A Story Making Company
among us during worship. They will be shooting footage for a video
about our congregation. We will be able to use this video to introduce
others to our fellowship. We will use it as our landing page on our
Livestream account, for example. Or you might post it to your
Facebook pages or include a link to the video in your emails. We’ll



talk more about how you can help distribute the video when we have
our next couple Cabinet meetings, but for now please come and be a
part of our celebration on September 13! We want a warm and
friendly crowd present that day. (Please note that if you'd rather not
have your image on video, we will be able to accommodate your
wishes — please don’t stay home in protest!)

| hope you can tell that September 13" is going to be a great day and |
hope everyone will be a part of it!

See you in church, J@i’“ 85

Graham Van Keuren

Thanks to ..

.. all who volunteered to take part in service opportunities during the
summer.

.. those who helped and supported the ice cream
social hosted by the Board of Missions.

. all who contributed to the success of our
chicken barbecue fundraiser in July.

.. Sue Wavada and her many assistants for
coordinating and leading VBS for youngsters this summer.

.. Ed & Lois Sharpless (who, after moving) for continuing to support
this church. The following note was just received from them “Hi!
Hope all goes well there; we miss our church family!”
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Opportunities in September

Greeters Ushers Reader Fellowship Host
9/06 Deb R. Sharon M. Deb R.
Patrick F.
9/13 Johanna K. Pot Luck Lunch
9/20 Patrick F. Carol W. R & A Carey
9/27 Jack C. Jack C. Mavis C. Sharon M.
Patrick F.

Christian Education

Wednesday Bible Study
This group will meet on Wednesday mornings from 9:30-
11:15 beginning September 2. All are welcome to attend.

Finance Reminder

As a church we will vote on the 2016 budget in
December, 2015 ... therefore, church boards and
committees are reminded that budget requests are to
be submitted to finance within the next month or so,
so that an annual budget can be prepared.

BUDGET
REQUESTS

Report of the Treasurer (submitted by Angela Ceppetelli)

Join us at the next cabinet meeting for a full review of our year to date

financial results.

Missions

Food-Share
The Congregational Church of Somersville assists in the
distribution of perishable food every other Wednesday from 1-1:30 in
the parking lot of Somers Congregational Church . September dates
5 are the 9™ and 23"; anyone willing to assist
'jg?ggf,ﬂmﬁf-"\*'/ with the distribution should speak with
Marge Morgan.

2" Mile Mission (submitted by Susan Abello)

This month our Church will be raising funds for Heifer
International, an organization that helps end hunger and poverty
around the world. Through focusing on the philosophy of, “teach a
man to fish,” Heifer has, for nearly 70 years, empowered families and
communities to move out of poverty to more prosperous lives. One of
the ways they accomplish this is by supplying families with livestock;
a cow, a goat, chickens. Depending on the location, livestock can be
used as a resource for food as well as a new way for small farmers to
make a living.

According to their website, www.heifer.org, “Heifer links
communities and helps bring sustainable agriculture and commerce to


http://www.heifer.org/
http://fdshr.convio.net/site/PageServer?pagename=index

areas with a long history of poverty. Our animals provide partners with
both food and reliable income, as agricultural products such as milk,
eggs and honey can be traded or sold at market.

=< When many families gain this new sustainable
G { income, it brings new opportunities for

//I_[—\ building schools, creating agricultural

E l FE R cooperatives, forming community savings and

INTERNATIONAL  funding small businesses.”

Global Harvest Festival (submitted by Pastor Graham)

Please join us for the Global Harvest Festival at the heifer
Farm in Rutland, MA on Saturday, October 3. We’ll meet at the
church at 9:30 AM and carpool together. The cost is just $10/vehicle
and activities include pinatas, apple cider pressing, beeswax candle
rolling, cheese making, scavenger hunts, farm animals, hay rides, goat
milking, face painting, a horse show and more. A delicious farm-to-
table lunch menu is available at inexpensive prices. Have fun, learn
about Heifer’s good works, and enjoy the beautiful farm. RSVP to
Graham by September 30 if you would like to attend.

Kiva Update (submitted by Linda Longueuil)

In July, we made our 51st and 52nd loans. The first loan went
to Razia from Pakistan. Razia owns her own tailoring business and
her daughters help her with the hand stitching. Her eldest daughter has
learned the tailoring trade and Razia will use her loan to purchase a
sewing machine for her daughter. The second loan went to Gbassay
from Sierra Leone. Gbassay will use her loan to purchase items for her
grocery store so she can expand her business. From her grocery store
business, Gbassay is saving money to send her children to a university
when the time comes. In August, we made our 53rd and 54th loans.
The first loan went to the Gnoupagagnon Group from Mali. A
member of the group, Gaoussou will use the loan to expand his
livestock herd. The second loan went to Juan Jose from Costa Rica.
Juan will use his loan to purchase fertilizer and hire workers to help
him with his coffee crop. Please read their stories in the KIVA
notebook or on the KIVA bulletin board.

The following loans have been paid off since June: Akouvi
from Togo paid off her loan 3 months early. However, there was a
currency rate loss of $5.00. Luis Antonio from Honduras paid off loan
2 months early. Rokim from Indonesia paid off his loan a month early

but there was a currency rate loss of $5.00. Overall, our borrowers
have been very faithful paying off their loans. With the exception of
one, all losses are from currency exchange rates.

Opening on Board

There is an opening on the Board of Missions — term thru
2015. Anyone interested should speak with Johanna K., Mavis C.
Donna P. Yvonne W or Sue W (nominating committee). We’d like to
fill the position by Sept. 20.

Ladies Aide Society (submitted by Linda Longueuil)

Luncheon Out

Our annual out-to-lunch will be Tuesday, [/:j) \\2
September 8 at noon at Angelina's in Scitico. X < §\‘/‘T/’
Please let Ardie Carey know as soon as possible if Q?\ Q\ m
you plan to attend so she can make the .. \\%},@, 4
reservations. All women of the church are invited -
to attend.

Special Meeting

Ladies Aide met on August 16th following worship to discuss
some disbursements that needed to be made in a timely manner.
Yvonne was issued a check to cover the cost of paint, plywood, and
storage bins for the Blacksmith Shoppe.

Blacksmith Shoppe

The Blacksmith Shoppe has been repaired! The stone mason
did an awesome job in piecing it back together. The town added
support columns in the interior, installed some improved lighting, and
also installed a guardrail in front of the building. The keys were
handed back to us on August 25th. Yvonne and Marilyn are hard at
work painting and ensuring that we have adequate shelving (several of

= the old cabinets didn't survive the

crash and/or the move). Once the
interior is ready, items stored in
homes and at church will be moved
back to the building. As of
: 3 Wednesday, September 2, donations
of goods will be accepted. Yvonne and Marilyn hope to re-open on
September 12 so look for further information to verify the date. In the
meantime, there is a sign-up sheet posted in the social room for
staffing the Shoppe on Saturdays. Please help us out if you can.




Fundraising Suppers_(submitted by Ruth Bruch)

Roast Pork on the Menu

.. along with mashed potatoes, gravy, glazed carrots, tossed
salad, breads and rolls, fresh peach crisp and beverage. This delicious
fall dinner will be served on September 12 at 5 and 6:15. Reservations
are now being accepted for both sittings and for take out orders; please
contact Ruth in the church office (860-749-7741 or email
somcong@aol.com. Cost is $12 for adults and $5 for children ages 5-
10.

Anyone willing to contribute supplies (or funds to purchase
ingredients — especially potatoes and carrots [$40]) should sign up in
the social room or give your donation to Ruth. Some of the items still
needed (or ways you can help)

= powdered peach ice tea mix
= 3 gallons vanilla ice cream
= 7 9x13 pans peach crisp

= 4 |bs. butter

= dishwashers

= help cleaning up

There are still three more fundraising dinners this year — any and
all help is greatly appreciated.
October 17 — pot roast
November 14 — turkey
December 5 — baked ham

CT Conference UCC

CT UCC Annual Meeting Oct. 23 & 24

Building on the last Annual Meeting's
vision of Interdependence, this year's theme is
Leadership. The Steering Committee requests
that each church designate an exceptional lay
leader to attend the Annual Meeting as a
Delegate or Visitor. During the closing worship
on Saturday, these leaders will be recognized

and affirmed for their ministry in the local D et Vi s it

October 23 & 24, 2015

church. Please identify your designated lay Newinglon High School

www.ctuce.org

leader on their registration form. e e b b s € oo

The Keynote Speaker will be the Rev. Dr. John C. Dorhauer, General
Minister and President of the United Church of Christ. Conference
Minister the Rev. Kent J. Siladi will also address the assembly.

If anyone in the congregation is interested in attending the annual
meeting (being held in Newington) on Saturday, October 24 with
Pastor Graham, please let him know ...

UCC ROOTS a new e-blast from the past
August 04, 2015 Written by Barb Powell

The success of some chance meetings with Puritan heroine Anne
Hutchinson and other important women in UCC history who
wandered around the General Synod Exhibit Hall in June 2015 is
launching an opportunity to learn about their lives and those of other
people crucial to the UCC narrative.

"UCC ROOTS: Remembering our History" is a new monthly e-blast that
gives those who sign up a small dose of interesting UCC facts from the
past. The posts are short — about 300 words — and focus on people,

places and events.

The e-blast is the brainchild of the UCC Historical Council and grew
out of the historical re-enactors at Synod. Since 2011, members of the
Council have taken on roles of key people from all streams of the
UCC's past during General Synod. This year's seven volunteers — the
Rev. Davida Foy Crabtree, Marge Royle, the Rev. Yvonne Delk, and
current Council president Nancy Nollau Mack among them —
researched the lives of their people before donning costumes and
randomly approaching others in the Exhibit Hall to ask, "Do you know
who | am?"

"We decided that most UCC history is filled with the stories of men, so
[this year] it was time to celebrate the contributions of women," said
Council member the Rev. Barbara Brown Zikmund. "Even with name
tags, most people could not answer the question. So the costumed
interpreters would launch into three-minute explanations of
themselves."


mailto:somcong@aol.com

"People loved it," Zikmund said. "In some cases, a crowd would gather
and follow the visitor around the Exhibit Hall to find out what else she
had to say. Historical Council members went along and told everyone
that we wanted to send them more information about UCC history,"
and collected email addresses.

The historical e-blast is "a direct follow up to what happened at
General Synod," said Zikmund. "We might say that we are doing
'ecclesiastical genealogy.' The women who were impersonators will
provide more information about themselves. Members of the
Historical Council will also write. We will focus on people [men and
women] from our pre-UCC history, but are eager to introduce UCC
members to key leaders from the past 50 years."

Sign up at http://www.ucc.org/ucc_roots_sign_up in order to receive
the monthly "UCC ROOTS: Remembering our History" e-blast.

Miscellaneous Notes

o Fellowship hosts are needed for the remainder of the year

0 Have you noticed the electrical vehicle charging station being
installed between the parsonage and the church? It will be the
first level 2 charger in Somers (that's
one of the faster, more powerful and
efficient kinds of car charger.) Our
new charger will be able to charge
two cars at once.

The charger is being installed at no cost to the church budget. It
will be part of the state's "EVgo CT" network of environmentally
friendly vehicle chargers and will be freely available to anyone
who wants to charge their car at our church while worshiping with
us or exploring the sights of Somersville. Expected electrical costs
from the charger are in the range of 75 cents to a dollar a day and
will be covered by Graham and Eric, who expect to use it to
charge their own electric vehicle, too.

Should you find yourself driving an electric car, know that you are
welcome to stop by and plug in at any time!

About our Members and Friends

September Birthdays and Anniversaries

Happy birthday wishes this month are sent to: Everett Baker
(91), Eric Elley, Yvonne Wood (80), Pat Eastwood, Michaela Scully,
Mark Ceppetelli, Pat Scully, Al Andrews (80+), Erica St. John, Ed
Sharpless, Bert Chillson (80+)

Those celebrating anniversaries this month include Darren &
Melanie Stevens, Graham & Eric, Everett & Millie Morrill

If there are others who are celebrating of whom we are not
aware, we wish you a wonderful day as well.

Condolences

Our thoughts and prayers
continue to be with the family of Judy
Liberty who passed away August 1.
Judy wore many hats in a variety of
positions during her fifty years of
membership at this church. We shall
miss her.

(photos from Liberty n wledgment card
to Ladies Aide)

Congregational Church of Somersville

Vision Statement
We will be a faith-based church welcoming diversity, empowering the
individual, growing in faith and doing God’s work in the global community in
unity and love.

Behavioral Covenant
1 We will follow a process that includes unconditional listening and
time to collect thought, enabling all individuals to comfortably
express their opinions.
Our actions and demeanor will support and empower all participants
All opinions will be welcomed, reflectively considered and
respected.
91 Opinions will be expressed with humility, self-control, gentleness,
and kindness.
1 We will look for common ground as we search for consensus, and
we will respect that consensus.

T We will affirm by our works and actions our common goal to serve
God.
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Hidden Pictures for the Young at Heart — Dancing Kites
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